
 
In the next few Sundays that I speak, I want to examine John chapter 17 - in 3 parts 
(probably) 
 

• John 17 is the great high priestly prayer of Jesus & is rich with learning for us 
 

1. Today: context (what comes before it) and what comes after it – it’s location! 
2. Next time 25/X: Look at the first (& possibly the 2nd) of 3 sections of the prayer itself 
3. On 27/11 finish off the final part of it 

 
Let me encourage you to read the chapter - live there for a while, read it in different bible 
versions, blow the dust off your commentary-if you have one-and read that, too. 
 
PRAY 
  
Read the chapter in full…? Tom Wright’s translation (from his ‘For Everyone’ series) 

1 After Jesus had said this, he lifted up his eyes to heaven. 

‘Father,’ he said, ‘the moment has come. Glorify your son, so that your son may 
glorify you. 2 Do this in the same way as you gave him authority over all people, so 
that he could give eternal life to everyone you gave him. 3 And by “eternal life” I 
mean this: that they should know you, the one true God, and Jesus the Messiah, the 
one you sent. 

4 ‘I glorified you on earth, by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 So now, 
father, glorify me, alongside yourself, with the glory which I had with you before the 
world existed. 

6 ‘I revealed your name to the people you gave me out of the world. They belonged to 
you; you gave them to me; and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything which you gave me comes from you. 8 I have given them the words you 
gave me, and they have received them. They have come to know, in truth, that I 
came from you. They have believed that you sent me.’1 

9 ‘I’m praying for them. I’m not praying for the world, but for the people you’ve given 
me. They belong to you. 10 All mine are yours; all yours are mine; and I’m glorified in 
them. 

11 ‘I’m not in the world any longer, but they’re still in the world; I’m coming to you. 
Holy father, keep them in your name, the name you’ve given to me, so that they may 
be one, just as we are one. 

12 ‘When I was with them, I kept them in your name, the name you’ve given me. I 
guarded them, and none of them has been lost (except the son of destruction; that’s 
what the Bible said would happen). 13 But now I’m coming to you. I’m speaking these 
things in the world, so that they can have my joy fulfilled in them. 

 
1 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



14 ‘I have given them your word. The world hated them, because they haven’t come 
from the world, just as I didn’t come from the world. 15 I’m not asking that you should 
take them out of the world, but that you should keep them from the evil one. 16 They 
didn’t come from the world, just as I didn’t come from the world. 17 Make them holy 
in the truth; your word is truth. 18 Just as you sent me into the world, so I sent them 
into the world. 19 And on their account I set myself apart for you, so that they, too, 
may be set apart for you in the truth.’ 

20 ‘I’m not simply praying for them. I’m praying, too, for the people who will come to 
believe in me because of their word. 21 I am praying that they may all be one—just 
as you, father, are in me, and I in you, that they too may be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you sent me. 

22 ‘I have given them the glory which you have given to me, so that they may be one, 
just as we are one. 23 I in them, and you in me; yes, they must be completely one, so 
that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved them just as you 
loved me. 

24 ‘Father, I want the ones you’ve given me to be with me where I am. I want them to 
see my glory, the glory which you’ve given me, because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world. 

25 ‘Righteous father, even the world didn’t know you. But I have known you, and 
these ones have known that you sent me. 26 I made your name known to them—yes, 
and I will make it known; so that the love with which you loved me may be in them, 
and I in them.’2 

 
Two obvious themes emerge from this chapter (though doubtless many others, too!): 
 

• Jesus and the Father are one – Jesus is God and God is like Jesus 
• Unity matters – as Jesus and the Father are one, the church must also be united to 

impact the world 

OK, so today I’m going to look at the context of this chapter - what comes before it & after it. 

 

 
Let’s look briefly at these 4 chapters  to get a sense of where the prayer fits in… 
 
Illus: Mum’s knitting patterns – unreadable to me, but as she followed them, they produced 
amazing results! Keep in mind the idea of a pattern… 
 
These chapters represent the last recording of Jesus’ teaching (in John at least). 
 

• They’re in the upper room – their last meal together 
• Jesus knows what’s coming tomorrow: arrest/imprisonment/torture/horrible death 

 
This is almost like Jesus is giving a closing statement to his life & ministry! 

 
2 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



 
In 13:15 Jesus says: 

“For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. 
 
‘Example’ is OK, but the word can also be translated ‘pattern’ 
 

ὑπόδειγμα, hoop-od’ -igue-mah (a) a sign, image of something, Heb. 8:5, 9:23; (b) an 
example, given for imitation.3 

 
• Something you copy 
• Instructions to follow to do things properly 

 
So, we could read v.15 as: 

“For I gave you a pattern that you also should do as I did to you. 
 
There’s a sense of Jesus looking back and saying, ‘what I’ve done, how I’ve been, that’s what 
I want you to do from now on – because I’m going’ 
 

• He then immediately predicts his betrayal & death, and also Peter’s denial 
• Jesus then comforts them as the realisation of his going starts to dawn (14:1-3) 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am 

 
o Jesus knows what’s coming next & how they’ll be tempted to doubt 
o The world is about to go mad for them as they see all they’ve believed in fall 
o Jesus appeals to them to keep believing - You believe in God; believe also in me. 

 
Whatever you’re facing, however desperate & disappointing – keep believing! 
 

• Abide in Him (‘remain’ - μένω mĕnō, men´-o; a primary verb; to stay (in a given 
place, state, relation or expectancy):— abide, continue, dwell, endure, be present, 
remain, stand, tarry (for),  

James 5:8  
8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.b  

Ephesians 6:11  
11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes.  

Galatians 5:1  

 
3 Souter, A., 1917. A Pocket Lexicon to the Greek New Testament, p.270. 
b See Ro 13:11 



 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then… 
 

• Then chapter 14 with that lovely ‘gospel in a nutshell’ 

I ama the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well 

 
14:6-7 is one of the most important verses in the Bible – v.7 If you really know me, you will 
know my Father as well – that deals with the whole of the Old Testament right there; that 
deals with every biblical question you’ve ever had.  
 

o All those troubles we have coming to terms with the awfulness in the OT 
o Trying to reconcile what happened to Israel & their enemies with the idea of 

a loving God; reconciling genocide with a self-giving Father 
o Untangling those esoteric visionary passages in Daniel & Ezekiel 
o Jesus deals with it all – God is like me! 
 

People always say, ‘yes, or course – Jesus IS God’ 
 

• Of course, so the reverse is necessarily true – Not only that Jesus is God, but… 
• God is like Jesus – we you want to understand God, we need to look at Jesus! 

To understand the Bible, we must see it as Jesus would see it & see Jesus in it. If we can’t 
see Jesus in it, then we’re probably not yet reading it right. 

• If the OT troubles you, leave it and stick to reading about Jesus – he IS God 
• But, maybe more poignantly, God is like Jesus! 

 
To continue… 
 

• He promises the HS in v.16 (ch.14) – the helper, comforter, advocate – to be 
alongside us in the Christian life4  

 
o It’s great to meet together, yes! But you & I have another one like Jesus who 

is both IN us and ALONGSIDE us to help, comfort & intercede for us 
 

• Then chapter 15 we have the ‘vine & the branches’ passage – where Jesus 
emphasises the need to abide/remain in Him – we touched on this just now  

v.7-8 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. 

 
Application question – how’s your abiding going? 

• How much Bible time are you getting? 

 
a See Jn 6:35 
4 paraklesis (παράκλησις, 3874), means “a calling to one’s side” (para, “beside,” kaleo, “to call”) 



• What’s your prayer life like? Do you chat to Jesus as you go through the day? 
• Do you ask for wisdom right in the moment you need it? 
• Don’t be condemned – just work at your abiding 
• Failed? Get up & go again! Get up & go again! Failed? Get up & go again! 

 
• The latter part of ch.15 deals with the negative reaction the disciples will get from 

some – they’ll be hated & accused of not being from God. Jesus reassures them… 

v.21 - They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one 
who sent me 

 
• Then, in chapter 16, the work of the HS & their grief will turn to joy again! 
• And a brief moment of revelation from the disciples… 

v.29-30 - Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without 
figures of speech. 30 Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not 
even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believey that you came 
from God. 

 
Now Jesus is going to pray! 
 
Before we look at the prayer, I want to focus on what comes after it, so you can see how 
important it is & where it fits in the unfolding of John’s account. 
 
To properly understand John 17 we need to know not only what came before it, but what 
comes next! 
 

 
GETHSEMANE (Γεθσημανή, Gethsēmanē). A garden area east of the Jerusalem 
temple, across the Kidron Valley near the Mount of Olives, in which Jesus prayed in 
agony and was betrayed5 
 
• A garden in which the fate of mankind will now be decided – again! 

 
• Eden – the place of the fall. 

 
o Where a man – Adam - was tempted & fell 
o Where his own self-obsessed curiosity got the better of him 
o Where the words of the accuser & deceiver flattered man & questioned God 
o Where human pride was blind to the wisdom of God 
o Where the honeyed deception of lies conned its way passed the truth of God 
o And humankind became distanced from their father 

 
Now we have another garden… 

 
y 1 Ki 17:24 
5 Nease, O., 2016. Gethsemane J. D. Barry et al., eds. The Lexham Bible Dictionary. 



 
• Gethsemane – the name derives from the Hebrew for ‘oil press’ 

 
o Olives grow in rocky soil & rocks were hewn to act as presses 
o Only John refers to a ‘garden’; Mt & Mk name it ‘Gethsemane;’ 
o Luke says this happened on the Mount of Olives 
o In the place where Jesus declared what it means to be ‘blessed’ (sermon)… 
o Here, Jesus will be ‘pressed’ – suffering the agony of anticipation (cross) 

 
Let’s just look briefly at the opening few verses of chapter 18 

1 With these words, Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a 
place where there was a garden. He and his disciples went in. 

2 Judas, his betrayer, knew the place, because Jesus often used it as a meeting-place 
with his disciples. 3 So Judas took a band of soldiers, with some servants of the chief 
priests and the Pharisees, and came there with torches, lights and weapons. 

4 Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen to him. He went out to meet them. 

‘Who are you looking for?’ he asked. 

5 ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they answered. 

‘I’m the one,’ he said to them. 

Judas, his betrayer, was standing there with them. 6 So when he said, ‘I’m the one,’ 
they went back a few paces, and fell down on the ground. 

7 Jesus repeated his question. 

‘Who are you looking for?’ he asked. 

‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they said. 

8 ‘I told you, I’m the one!’ said Jesus. ‘So, if you’re looking for me, let these people 
go.6 

 
This all takes place in a garden, as does the Easter story (ch.20)- the resurrection. But there’s 
another parallel here – can you think of another garden where something important 
happened between God and humankind? 
 
Remember Jesus is the God-man, he IS God - ‘I and the Father are one’ (Jn.10:30) 
 
Eden, maybe? At the beginning! Check out the parallels here: 
 
 Eden where God placed his created man, & where he walked & talked with him 
 Gethsemane which Jesus and his disciples ‘often used as a meeting place’ 
 
 Eden where God came looking for guilty man 

Gethsemane where guilty man came looking for the God-man, Jesus Christ 

 
6 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



 
Eden where God twice calls out to man  
Gethsemane where man twice calls out to God 
 
Eden where man hides away & doesn’t answer the call 
Gethsemane where God twice responds immediately, saying,’ I’m the one’ 

 
 Eden where man hides away in shame at his sin 
 Gethsemane where God steps forward and guilty man falls to the ground 
 
Jesus is putting some things right here; he’s changing the course of sinful humanity 
 
That’s what coming in chapter 18… but before that comes John 17 – the great prayer of 
Jesus! 
 
------------------------- 
 
So - at this point in the gospel of John, we enter a new phase. 
 

• Chapters 13-16 – the ‘Farewell Discourse/s’ – are over 
• From the end of John 16, Jesus has said his last words to the disciples – John tells us 

nothing more about what Jesus says or teaches the crowds, other than the cross 
itself 

• Only Gethsemane (the arrest, trial, torture and crucifixion) remain/s 
• But sandwiched in between the farewell discourses and the crucifixion is John 17 
• THAT’S why it’s important for us 

Jesus is taking pause between his ministry and his death 

o He makes a public connection with his Father 
o He’s summing up what’s happened & praying for the world, the disciples & 

for himself 
o If you like, this is Jesus’ parting shot – our last great insight into the God/Man 

before his death 
 
The importance of both the prayer itself & what follows (the cross) is summed up in verse 1 

‘Father, the hour has come’ 
 
1.  Whatever life is throwing at you – believe, abide/remain in Him & stand firm 
2.  God is like Jesus – want to know God? Look at what Jesus is like. He’s the fulfilment of everything before him 
3.  Follow his pattern!  
4.  Remember that Jesus put right in Gethsemane & what followed, everything that was undone In Eden   

 
Next week & the next one in Nov. we’ll be looking at this chapter – John 17 - in 3 sections: 
 

• Vs.1-8 
• Vs.9-19 



• Vs.20-26 

 
Sometimes called the ‘high-priestly prayer’ 

Tom Wright: …in essence the prayer draws together everything that 
the gospel story has been about up to this point7 

Leon Morris “No attempt to describe the prayer can give a just idea 
of its sublimity, its pathos, its touching yet exalted character, its tone 
at once of tenderness and triumphant expectation” (MiM)8 

It’s high-priestly in that Jesus is praying for & on behalf of the disciples, as an advocate. A 
mediator; he has the higher ground & is praying from that perspective 
 

• To me, it’s also as if this is the last time humankind needs a priest – someone to 
mediate with God 

o After this & after the cross, ‘no sacrifice for sins is left’ (Heb.10:26) 
 

• The love of Jesus for people, the love of the father is on display here… 

v.9-11 - I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given 
me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has 
come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your 
name… 

 
Isn’t that lovely! Jesus’ passion for people really comes through in this prayer. 
 
Don’t ever doubt God’s love for you! Remember, God is like Jesus! 

• All of the concern, empathy and hope that Jesus pours into his prayer for the 
disciples – that’s what he feels for you, too! 

 
 

 
…this outstanding, ecstatic chapter.9 (Wright) 

1 After Jesus had said this, he lifted up his eyes to heaven. 

‘Father,’ he said, ‘the moment has come. Glorify your son, so that your son may 
glorify you. 2 Do this in the same way as you gave him authority over all people, so 
that he could give eternal life to everyone you gave him. 3 And by “eternal life” I 

 
7 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 
 
8 Morris, L., 1995. The Gospel according to John, Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
9 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



mean this: that they should know you, the one true God, and Jesus the Messiah, the 
one you sent. 

4 ‘I glorified you on earth, by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 So now, 
father, glorify me, alongside yourself, with the glory which I had with you before the 
world existed. 

6 ‘I revealed your name to the people you gave me out of the world. They belonged to 
you; you gave them to me; and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything which you gave me comes from you. 8 I have given them the words you 
gave me, and they have received them. They have come to know, in truth, that I 
came from you. They have believed that you sent me.’10 

 
This section of Jesus’ prayer can be divided into two themes: 
 

• A celebration of Jesus having completed his work of ministry 
• A request that the father will now glorify him 

 
This chapter is sometimes spoken of or written about as being a bit gloomy, or tainted with 
sadness – as if Jesus was somehow feeling a bit fragile at this key juncture in his life… 
 

• I’m not sure about that 
• The character of Jesus throughout the new testament gives the lie to that, fact 
• And he’s just said in chapter 16 (just before the prayer chapter): 

I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 

 
These are not the words of a sad or defeated Jesus. I think we read it this way because we 
know what’s coming next (as Jesus does) but we impose our human lens on it, & we feel 
sad. 

But take heart! I have overcome the world. 
 

 

 
The gospels frequently tell us that Jesus prayed, but they hardly ever tell us WHAT he 
prayed or HOW he prayed – John 17 does! 

v.1 - After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:  

If we regard His work as a tree that towers into heaven and 
overshadows the world, His prayer-life is the root of this tree; His 
overcoming of the world rests upon the infinite depth of His self-
presentation before God, His self-devotion to God, His self-
immersion in God, His self-certitude and power from God. In His 

 
10 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



prayer-life the perfect truth of His human nature has also approved 
itself. The same who, as the Son of God, is complete revelation, is, as 
the Son of Man, complete religion” (Lange).11 

Prayer is a mystery to all but the one praying 

• We have some of what Jesus said, relayed to us by John – not complete but a 
recollection 

 
• ‘Lifted his eyes to heaven’- the accepted posture for prayer (Leon Morris) 

 
o At Lazarus’ tomb (Jn.11:41): ‘Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you 

that you have heard me…’ 
o In Psalm 123:1 – ‘I lift up my eyes to you, to you who sit enthroned in 

heaven.’ 
o In Mark 7:34 when Jesus is praying for the deaf mute man, it says: ‘After he 

took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s 
ears. Then he spat and touched the man’s tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven 
and with a deep sigh said to him, ‘Ephphatha!’ (which means ‘Be opened!’) 

o The parable of the Pharisee & the tax collector (Lk.18:13), Jesus says of the 
tax collector – ‘“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.’ 

 
• ‘Lifted his eyes to heaven’ – heaven is the place of God, it’s where God is & where 

Jesus was before he was born into the world 
 

o It’s where he is now, sat at the right hand of the Father (Eph.2) 
o Jesus’ prayer is a window for us into his relationship with the father, into 

heaven… 
o Heaven is where Jesus is heading in a few days’ time – he’s going home! 
o So he can send the HS – the new agent of the godhead for the next phase 

 
Prayer is communion with God 

Your prayer life – as Lange says above – is a reflection of where you’re rooted 
 
Tom Wright says about the interpersonal mystery of prayer: 

[Jesus] is praying! There is a mystery there which nobody can 
penetrate except the one who is doing the praying. Just as I cannot 
be sure that when you see something red you are seeing exactly the 
same colour as I am, so I cannot be sure what passes between you 
and God when you kneel down and pray12 

 
11 Vincent, M.R., 1887. Word studies in the New Testament, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons – quoting Lange 
12 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



But, we know that Jesus prays out loud on occasions – so that we can hear and understand 
(e.g. Lazarus’ tomb in Jn.11:41): 

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit 
of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.’  

 
The prayers of Jesus are rich food for us in understanding the Father & the Son. 
 

‘Father,’ he said, ‘the moment has come. Glorify your son, so that your son may 
glorify you. 2 Do this in the same way as you gave him authority over all people, so 
that he could give eternal life to everyone you gave him. 3 And by “eternal life” I 
mean this: that they should know you, the one true God, and Jesus the Messiah, the 
one you sent. 

 
Interestingly, John nowhere says that Jesus ‘prayed’ as the other gospel writers do – he uses 
the word ‘said’ (NASB & ESV are better than NIV here) 

v.1 - Jesus spoke these things; and alifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, 
the hour has come 

 
This is a junction point, a moment of shift, a key time is Jesus’ life & ministry – ‘the hour’ 

• The earthly tasks of ministry are complete 
• The great travail of the cross awaits him tomorrow 
• So now he prays for his disciples, the world and himself 

 
This is the great crossing over point – the cross – where eternal life becomes a reality again! 
 

• The life-limiting power of sin will be broken 
• The shame-filled separation of God & man (Adam hid from God) will be healed 
• The garden of separation (Eden) will be restored thro the garden of self-sacrifice 

(Gethsemane) 
• Adam’s wilful desires will be made right by Jesus’ desire to do the Father’s will – ‘ 

nevertheless not my will but your will be done’ 
• The gardener who searched for his people in Eden, will appear in a new garden to 

find them again – and forever this time! 
 
THIS is the ‘hour’… the hour when eternal life is restored to humanity 

The Bible has very little to say about the afterlife. It’s not really a Jewish notion. In the first 
century Jewish mind there were two ‘ages’ 
 

• The current age – this present age 
• The age to come – the messianic age 

 
a John 11:41 



 
Unlike the other religions of the ancient near east – those of the Persians, the Babylonians 
and the Egyptians, all of whom were pretty much obsessed with the afterlife – Judaism says 
virtually nothing about it. 
 
The afterlife and the notion of ‘going to heaven’ are not NT concepts – the gospel is not 
about saving us from sin so we can go to heaven… It’s about saving us from death so we can 
enjoy the fruits of eternal life STARTING NOW! 
 
THAT’S why Jesus prays as he does: 

Do this in the same way as you gave him authority over all people, so that he could 
give eternal life to everyone you gave him. 3 And by “eternal life” I mean this: that 
they should know you, the one true God, and Jesus the Messiah, the one you sent. 

 
• Eternal life is NOT mainly about living forever 
• It’s about having access to and enjoying the fruits of knowing God…forever 
• But starting NOW! 
• Eternal life is to KNOW GOD! 

 
Tom Wright’s commentary nails it, here: 

This ‘eternal life’, this life of the coming age, is not just something 
which people can have after their death. It isn’t simply that in some 
future state the world will go on for ever and ever and we shall be 
part of it. The point is, rather, that this new sort of life has come to 
birth in the world in and through Jesus. Once he has completed the 
final victory over death itself, all his followers, all who trust him and 
believe that he has truly come from the father, and has truly 
unveiled the father’s character and purpose—all of them can and 
will possess ‘eternal life’ right here and now13 

The gospel is not about going to heaven. Heaven is rarely mentioned in scripture & is not a 
NT concept. The Jewish concept of the Age to Come, IS. 
 
What we experience through Jesus is the good news of the age to come in the HERE & 
NOW. 
 
This is one of John’s great themes – throughout his gospel: 

3:16 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 
Not – ‘after they die…’ But NOW! ‘have’ 

5:24 - 24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 

 

 
13 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



The life we now live by faith - the godly life, the holy life, the life of being like Jesus in the 
world – this life IS the first fruits of the eternal life Jesus provided for on the cross! 
 

4 ‘I glorified you on earth, by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 So now, 
father, glorify me, alongside yourself, with the glory which I had with you before the 
world existed. 

 
‘Glorified you’ – obedience is how we glorify God (how we reflect him, ascribe honour to 
him)  

4 ‘I glorified you on earth, by completing the work you gave me to do 
 
Jesus is saying, ‘Father, I’ve done everything you’ve asked me to do so far.’ 
 

• I’ve won & kept those you gave me – the disciples and other believers 
• I’ve said everything you commanded me – taught, reasoned, declared… 
• And I’ve done what you wanted me to do – spoken, helped, healed, worked miracles 

 
But the biggest task of all is yet come – the Cross – the hour 
 

• Up to this point Jesus is an extraordinary man, but a man nonetheless (fully human) 
• The key separater from all other men – before or since – is the defeat of death 

 
‘So now glorify me’ – ‘now fulfil your side of the bargain’, if you like – obedience is all we 
can do! THEN we can rest in the goodness & faithfulness of God - he WILL do his bit! 

5 So now, father, glorify me, alongside yourself, with the glory which I had with you 
before the world existed. 

 
Jesus returns to his perennial point in this chapter – the unity of father and son, they are 1 
 

• It starts in chapter 1 verse 1  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 

• Then again in verse 14 

And the Word became flesh, [JESUS!] and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of egrace and ftruth. 

 

 
e John 1:17; Rom 5:21; 6:14 
f John 8:32; 14:6; 18:37 



‘only’ – ‘begotten’ - μονογενής mon-og-en-ace´; from 3441 and 1096; only-
born, i.e. sole:— only (begotten, child).14 JVM – the only natural born child – 
the rest of us are in only by adoption. 

 
8 I have given them the words you gave me, and they have received them. They have 
come to know, in truth, that I came from you. They have believed that you sent me.’ 

 
In the second part of the prayer Jesus is even more explicit 

22 ‘I have given them the glory which you have given to me, so that they may be one, 
just as we are one. (More on that next time!) 

 
Here’s the point: GOD IS LIKE JESUS! 
 

• He displayed God’s glory – he reflected the Father because they ARE ONE 
• What’s the father like? He’s like Jesus! 
• That’s Jesus point here: it’s like he’s saying, ‘Father, let them GET THIS!’ 

o 1:1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 

o 173 - And by “eternal life” I mean this: that they should know you, the one true God, 
and Jesus the Messiah, the one you sent 

o 1714 - They have come to know, in truth, that I came from you. They have believed 
that you sent me. 

o 1722 - ‘I have given them the glory which you have given to me, so that they may be 
one, just as we are one. 

Then Hebrews (1:3) brings it full circle back to Jesus being the Word again: 

 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word 

o ‘radiance’ - apaugasma	(ἀπαύγασμα, 541) from a compound of 575 and 
826; an off-flash, i.e. effulgence:— brightness.15 

Same word is used in Mt.17:5 - 5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered 
them, and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased. Listen to him!’  

This is the brightness of the presence of God Himself – can’t separate God from his 
brightness (Jesus). They are ONE! The Son IS the radiance of God’s glory… 
 

o ‘Representation’ - eikon i-kone (εἰκών, 1504) (JVM – from where we get our 
word ‘icon’ - click on the icon…) denotes “an image”; the word involves the 
two ideas of representation and manifestation.16 

 
i.e. i.e. = that is 
14 Strong, J., 1996. The New Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words. 
i.e. i.e. = that is 
15 Strong, J., 1996. The New Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words. 
16 Vine, W.E., Unger, M.F. & White, W., Jr., 1996. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, 2, p.318. 



 
o Much more than a vague outline or a rough likeness of 
o Used of a coin in Mt.22:20 – stamped with the image 
o Used in Rom.1:23 – statues & similar representations (3D) 
o And in 1 Cor.15:49 of descendants of Adam bearing his image 

 
4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see 
the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image (εικων - 
icon) of God 

 
So, when we look at Jesus, we see the representation & manifestation of God 
Himself 

 
o ‘Representation’ - charaktēr (χαρακτήρ, 5481) from the same as 5482; a 

graver (the tool or the person), i.e. (by impl.) engraving ([“character”], the 
figure stamped, i.e. an exact copy or [fig.] representation):— express 
image.17 

 
o ‘of his being’ – 5287 hupostasis (ὑπόστασις, 5287) from a compound of 

5259 and 2476; a setting under (support), i.e. (fig.) concr. essence, 
…substance.18 
 

We see this in Jesus’ efforts to get the disciples to understand who he is in John 
14:8-10: 
 

o He’s talking in the farewell discourse about who he is, saying ‘if you really 
know me, you will know the Father as well.’ (v.7) 

o Then Phillip says, ‘Lord, show us the father and that will be enough for us.’ 
o So, Jesus says (you can almost hear the exasperation!): 

9  “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?19 

 
o And elsewhere… 

12:45 - The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me 

Phil.2:6 - Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be used to his own advantage 

 

 
i.e. i.e. = that is 
impl. impl. = implied, impliedly, implication 
i.e. i.e. = that is 
fig. fig. = figurative, figuratively 
17 Strong, J., 1996. The New Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words. 
i.e. i.e. = that is 
fig. fig. = figurative, figuratively 
concr. concr. = concrete, concretely 
18 Strong, J., 1996. The New Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words. 
19 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



o i.e. – Jesus is JUST LIKE God. Because he IS God. But perhaps more 
clearly – God is like Jesus! 

 
 

1 Jesus celebrates the completion of his work of ministry – the healing, the preaching, the serving 
2 Jesus asks that the father will now glorify him as he moves into the climax of it all – the cross 
3 We glorify God when we obey him – do all that he asks of us 
4 We can be sure – as Jesus was – that the Father will do his part if we do ours 
5 Jesus IS God, but, perhaps more importantly – God is like Jesus (‘…just as we are one…’) 

 

In that gospel there is, in fact, a group of friends or brothers; but 
they live within the world and not outside it (17:15). Moreover, they 
receive only one commandment, that they love one another 
(15:12). They submit to no liturgical obligations. Their 
interrelations are regulated by no law and sanctioned by no 
punishment. Their single bond of unity is Jesus himself. They live in 
separation from the world only in the sense that they are Jesus’ 
disciples.20 (Barrett) 

 

 
 
The last section was really about Jesus’ celebration of a job well done – that he had 
completed the work of ministry the Father had given him to do: 4 ‘I glorified you on earth, 
by completing the work you gave me to do. 
 

• That work being to show us who God is and what God is like (He’s like Jesus!)  
 
Now Jesus unpacks a little of what this work has entailed – in gathering the disciples, 
speaking God’s word to them and living the exemplary life for them to witness & emulate. 

NIV - 6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were 
yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave 
me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and 
they believed that you sent me.21 

 
Ι have revealed YOU! (v6) 
 

• Here we go again – Jesus’ purpose was to show us who God is, what he is like 
• Don’t let the next line be a distraction ‘to those whom you gave me out of the world’ 

o Does this imply God DIDN’T give Jesus others? 
o Are some chosen and some not chosen? 
o If so, what about the rest? 

 
20 C.K.Barrett – The Gospel of John and Judaism, p.57 
21 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



• NO! This verse – these verses – are about what Jesus did (ministry) & is about to do 
(cross) ‘I have revealed YOU 

 
They confirm that Jesus IS God! This was the early church view of this verse: 
 
About this (‘to those whom you gave me out of the world’), one of the church fathers, 
Augustine (354-430AD) writes: 

Wherefore by saying, They were Thine, the Son of God does not 
separate Himself from the Father; but only attributes all His power to 
Him, from whom He is, and hath the same. And Thou gavest them 
Me, then, means that He had received as man the power to have 
them; nay, that He Himself had given them to Himself, i. e. Christ as 
God with the Father, to Christ as man not with the Father. His 
purpose here is to shew His unanimity with the Father, and how 
that it was the Father’s pleasure that they should believe in Him.22 

When we ‘see’ Jesus, we see God. ‘I and the father are one’  

12:45 - The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me 

14:7 - ‘if you really know me, you will know the Father as well.’ 

17:22 - so that they may be one, just as we are one 
 
This is where John differs from the other gospel writers – the synoptic gospels (Mt, Mk, & 
Lk).  

• John is not writing a narrative – a commentary of events 
• He is less concerned with what happened when, etc. In fact he [pl;ays around with 

this to make his principal points… 
• His purpose is theological – to show Jesus as the God-Man – fully God & fully human 
• John is showing us who Jesus is 
• Above all, he’s showing us that Jesus IS God, the Father & the Son are ONE! 

 
From the earliest times, the church has recognised this – Apostles’ Creed (received form): 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and Earth 

I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
22 Thomas Aquinas, 1845. Catena Aurea: Commentary on the Four Gospels, Collected out of the Works of the Fathers: St. John J. H. 
Newman, ed., Oxford: John Henry Parker. Quoting Augustine, Tr. in ev. Joan 106 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the 
life everlasting. 

Amen  (114 words; 74 of them are about Jesus’ divinity – 65%) 

We’d do well to say this from time to time as reminder of Christian orthodoxy! 
 

• We repeat the Lord’s prayer quite a bit – that’s a good thing 
• Maybe we could confess this creed now and again, too? 

 
In one fell swoop, John makes it clear that ALL revelation of God up till now is PARTIAL: 

John 1:18 - 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself 
God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.  

 
• No one has ever seen God. Up until now – until Jesus made Him known! 
• But wait a minute! What about all those folk who saw God previously in the OT? 

o What about God walking in the garden with Adam & Eve? (Gen.3:8) 
o What Abraham in Gen.18 – the Lord appeared to him at the Oaks of Mamre 
o What about Jacob who saw God in a vision at Bethel? (Gen.28) 
o What about Moses on Sinai & then the 70 elders of Israel, too? (Num.11:24) 
o What about Gideon in Judges 6 ‘The LORD truned to Gideon & said…’ v14 
o What about God’s nightime appearance to Solomon in 2 Chron.1:7 
o What about Isaiah – ‘In the year king Uzziah died I saw the Lord high & 

exalted…’ Isa.6:1-13 
o And on it goes… 

 
Yet John says,  

18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in 
closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 

 
Who’s going to argue with John the Beloved!?  
 

• He walked with Jesus his whole ministry and was closest to him of them all the 
disciples 

• He’s lived through the time of the Roman destruction of Jerusalem 20 years earlier – 
half a million dead 

• He alone of the gospel writers emphasises the divinity of Jesus – his God-ness 
• He’s outlived Peter & Paul, & is writing the legacy of a life lived in love with the 

saviour 
• He’s an old man – probably now in his 80s 
• Writing in AD90 - the only surviving disciple, alone in Ephesus writing his gospel 
• And he says, ‘no-one has ever seen God but the son… has made him known’ 

 
But surely the OT scriptures tell us who God is? We have sense of God from them, don’t we? 
 

• Yes, - but it’s a sense of what God is like 



• It’s a foreshadowing, a faintly prescient notion of who God is 
• The OT is the attempts of pre-Christian man to understand the divine 
• It is mortal man groping in the half darkness to see the light of the eternal God 

The Bible itself is on a journey to discover God – it is not bigger than the story it tells! 
 
Jesus himself makes it clear that the scriptures are not enough – they only point to Him 

John 5:39 – Jesus says to the Pharisees: 39 You study the Scriptures diligently because 
you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify 
about me… 

 
But those who’ve seen Jesus, HAVE seen God 

John 1:18 - 18 No one has ever seen God,e but the one and only Son, who is himself 
God andb f is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 23 

 
Lit. vs.1: I have revealed YOUR NAME - onoma (ὄνομα, 3686) – 3 uses of this word: 
 

1. The name by which someone or something is called 
2. As a representation of all that a name implies – attributes 
3. Speaking on behalf or ‘in the name of’ someone 

 
Vine uses this verse – ‘I revealed your name’ - as an example of the 3rd use – a 
representation of: 

VINE - for all that a “name” implies, of authority, character, rank, 
majesty, power, excellence, etc., of everything that the “name” 
covers: (a) of the “Name” of God as expressing His attributes, etc., 
e.g.24… 

Mt.6:9 The Lord’s Prayer:  9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “ ‘Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name,  

Lk.1:49 The Magnificat - 46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his 
servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49for the Mighty One has 
done great things for me— holy is his name.  

John 12:20-28 – Speaking of the cross to come (the hour), Jesus says to the disciples, 
27 “Now my soul is troubled,k and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?  
No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!”  

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The 
crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had 
spoken to him. 30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine.25 

 
e Ex 33:20; Jn 6:46; Col 1:15; 1 Ti 6:16; 1 Jn 4:12 
b Some manuscripts but the only Son, who 
f Jn 3:16, 18; 1 Jn 4:9 
23 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
24 Vine, W.E., Unger, M.F. & White, W., Jr., 1996. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, 2, p.425. 
k Mt 26:38, 39; Jn 11:33, 38; 13:21 
25 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



 
It’s as if Jesus turns to John and says – hear that voice? That was YHWH. That was the 
Father. He was talking to me, but he said it for your benefit! 
 
Wow! Isn’t God gracious and kind, to do that? 
 
So, when John says no-one has seen God – I’m not going to argue! 

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; 
you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 

 
Jesus, remember, is the ‘λογοσ’ – the Word of God made flesh – and they have obeyed him: 
 

• They’ve obeyed his call to discipleship 
• Followed him for 3 years through some pretty rough times 
• They’ve listened to him (i.e. received his words – the words of the Word!) 
• Essentially, Jesus has revealed the Father & the disciples have received Him 

 
--------------------------------- 
 
Notes on ‘λογοσ’ 

NICNT says about ‘logos’ - The concept is as old as Heraclitus (sixth 
century B.C.). This philosopher declared that the Logos “is always 
existent,” and again that “all things happen through this Logos.”135 
He thought of the ultimate reality sometimes as Fire, sometimes as 
God, sometimes as Logos. “In Heraclitus the three conceptions, 
Logos, Fire, and God, are fundamentally the same. Regarded as the 
Logos, God is the omnipresent Wisdom by which all things are 
steered.”136 Heraclitus found people conceiving of the universe in 
physical terms. He introduced the idea of the Logos to account for 
the order he saw in the kosmos. It was the stabilizing principle of the 
universe.137 & 26 

Yet it is surely going too far to say, as J. Burnet does, “the Johannine 
doctrine of the λογός has nothing to do with Herakleitos or with 
anything at all in Greek philosophy” (Early Greek Philosophy 
[London, 1945], p. 133, n. 1). It would be impossible to use a term so 
widely known in Greek philosophy in a writing in the Greek language, 
probably published in a center of Greek culture, without being 
mindful of the associations the term would arouse.27 

 
135 James Adam, The Religious Teachers of Greece (Edinburgh, 1909), p. 217. 
136 Adam, Religious Teachers, p. 233. We must be on our guard against thinking that “God” means the same to Heraclitus as it does to us. 
He could say, “God is day and night, winter and summer, war and peace, satiety and hunger. But he is changed, just as fire, when mingled 
with different kinds of incense, is named after the flavour of each” (Religious Teachers, p. 225). 
137 T. F. Glasson, following J. Burnet, questions whether Heraclitus really had a Logos doctrine (JThS, n.s. III [1952], pp. 231–38). It may be 
doubted whether he has made his point, though clearly John owes nothing directly to Heraclitus. 
26 Morris, L., 1995. The Gospel according to John, Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
27 Ibid. 



Though John’s grasp of Greek wasn’t very technical or advanced, he could not have used the 
term λογος without having a sense of what it would mean to his readers - who would be 
bound to make the associations as the gospel was written in Greek and in Greece (Ephesus).  
 
John’s use of ‘λογοσ’ challenges contemporary principles completely:  

And the really important thing is that John in his use of Logos is 
cutting clean across one of the fundamental Greek ideas. The 
Greeks thought of the gods as detached from the world, as regarding 
its struggles and heartaches and joys and fears with serene divine 
lack of feeling. John’s idea of the Logos conveys exactly the opposite 
idea. John’s Logos does not show us a God who is serenely 
detached, but a God who is passionately involved. The Logos 
speaks of God’s coming where we are, taking our nature upon 
himself, entering the world’s struggle, and out of this agony 
winning our salvation.28 

The Hebraic use of ‘the word’ is common in the spoken and written Targums as a 
designation for YHWH because Jewish tradition dictated that His name couldn’t be 
pronounced: 

When Hebrew ceased to be a spoken language Scripture was still 
read in that language in the services in the synagogue. As a 
concession to the weakness of the flesh there arose the custom of 
giving a running translation, which was called a Targum. At first the 
Targums were oral only, but in later times they were written down.29 

These Targums were produced at a time when, from motives of 
reverence and from a fear of breaking the third commandment, Jews 
had ceased to pronounce the divine name. When they came to this 
name in the original the readers and translators substituted some 
other expression they thought more reverent, such as “the Holy One” 
or “the Name.” Sometimes they said, “the Word (Memra).”144 For 
example, where our Bible says, “Then Moses led the people out of 
the camp to meet with God” (Exod. 19:17), the Targum reads “to 
meet the Word of God.” This kind of thing is quite common.30 

The point is that wherever people were familiar with the Targums 
they were familiar with “the Word” as a designation of the 
divine.147 The Johannine use is not that of the Targums, but to those 

 
28 Ibid. 
29 Ibid. 
144 W. F. Albright refers to the manuscript Targum Neofiti 1 (a complete Palestinian Targum) as “an important new Aramaic targum of the 
Pentateuch” that “has come to light in the Vatican library.” It is “two or three centuries older than any previously known targum.” In it, 
Albright tells us, “the ‘Word’ of God appears as a surrogate for the name of God, Yahweh” (New Horizons in Biblical Research [London, 
1966], p. 45). See also M. McNamara, The New Testament and the Palestinian Targum to the Pentateuch (Rome, 1966); G. J. Cowling, 
“New Light on the New Testament? The Significance of the Palestinian Targum,” TSF Bulletin, no. 51 (Summer 1968), pp. 6ff. 
30 Morris, L., 1995. The Gospel according to John, Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
147 M. McNamara regards the Targums as an important part of the background of John’s Logos concept (“Logos of the Fourth Gospel and 
Memra of the Palestinian Targum (Ex 1242)”; ExT, LXXIX [1967–68], pp. 115–17). He can go so far as to say, “Johannine tradition may yet 
well prove to be mainly influenced by liturgical Jewish tradition, particularly of the form found in the Targums” (p. 117). This may be going 
too far, but the influence of the Targums on John should certainly not be overlooked. 



familiar with the Targums it must necessarily arouse these 
associations.31 

After verse 1, John doesn’t use the term logos about Jesus again. 
 
But he does talk a lot about the ‘words’ of Jesus (λογοι) and makes clear association 
between the words Jesus speaks, designating them as the word of God - or as God’s words; 
e.g.: 

John 3:34 - For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives 
the Spirit without limit32 

John 14:10 -  Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? 
The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, 
living in me, who is doing his work. 

John 14:24 - Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words 
you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me 

John 17:8 - For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They 
knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me 

John 17:14 - 14 I have given them your word 
--------------------------------- 
 
John gives us 7 statements of Jesus that provide some insight into who he was and, more 
importantly, what this God is like whom Jesus reveals: 

1. And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never 
hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst” (John 6:35). 

Jewish teachers frequently spoke of the Law as “bread”; there are 
indications that some at least also identified the manna with the 
Torah33 WBC Vol.36 

There was no end to the sacrifices demanded by the law – endless death, if 
you like. Jesus changes that – he’s the bread of life! 
 
Manna was something God provided for his people in the desert - in the in 
between place, AFTER they left Egypt but BEFORE they entered the promised 
land. 
 
Salvation through Jesus is – something here about our arrival in the promised, 
land, we have a different type of bread now… 

 

2. Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who 
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12). 

 
31 Morris, L., 1995. The Gospel according to John, Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
32 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
33 Beasley-Murray, G.R., 1999. John, Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 



3. “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out 
and find pasture” (John 10:9). 

4. “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep” (John 
10:11). 

5. Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, 
though he may die, he shall live” (John 11:25). 

6. Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me” (John 14:6). 

7. “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser” (John 15:1). 
 

(NB the recurrence of references to ‘life’ in the above - death is the issue, life is the answer!) 
 
THIS is what God is like! ‘I have revealed you…’ God is like THIS – like Jesus! 
 
There is one more ‘I am’ statement that Jesus makes – perhaps the greatest of them all. And 
it caused all sorts of bother! (John 8:58) 

58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born,l I am!”34 
Context: 

• Jesus is in the temple, teaching people in the temple grounds 
• There are all kinds of people there including some Pharisees ‘who had believed him’ 
• Jesus says they are truly his disciples if they hold to his teaching 

o Not the teaching of the scribes & Levites, the rabbis & synogogic authorities 
o But to Jesus’ teaching 

• Pharisees are strict observers of the Mosiac law & the oral extensions put on it by 
later interpreters of it – this is their WHOLE thing: being separate & distinct 

• The term ‘Pharisee’ comes from the Aramaic word	 ׁשרפ 	(prsh),	which means “to 
separate,” “divide,” or “distinguish. 

•  Keeping separate, living the law IS who they are 

In their zeal for the Law they almost deified it and their attitude 
became merely external, formal, and mechanical. They laid stress, 
not upon the righteousness of an action, but upon its formal 
correctness. Consequently their opposition to Christ was inevitable; 
His manner of life and teaching was essentially a condemnation of 
theirs; hence His denunciation of them35 

 
• So, Jesus saying ‘hold to MY teaching’ is a direct challenge to this - & they go nuts! 
• Jesus says, hold to my teaching & you’ll know the truth & the truth will set you free 

o They say we’re sons of Abraham, we’ve never been the slaves of anyone – we 
don’t need setting free! 

 
l See Jn 1:2 
34 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
35 Vine, W.E., Unger, M.F. & White, W., Jr., 1996. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, 2, p.470. 



• Jesus says, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. I’m only telling you what my father 
told me to say – and by the way, you’re looking for a way to kill me 

o They say Abraham is our father! 
• Jesus says, yeh, you’re sons of your father, but not Abraham – and by the way, you 

looking for a way to kill me 
o They say ‘we’re not illegitimate’ we only have one father - God himself 

• Jesus brings it full circle and says, if God were your father you would love ME. But 
you don’t because you’re sons of your father the devil, you don’t belong to God 

o They say ‘you’re a Samaritan half-breed & you have a demon’ 
• Jesus says, ‘nope, I honour my father & Abraham rejoiced at seeing my day coming’ 

o They say you’re not 50 years old, how can you have seen Abraham?’ 
• THEN comes the key statement – Jesus says, ‘before Abraham was born, I AM!’ 

 
There it is again! THIS is what God is like! ‘I have revealed you…’ God is like THIS – like Jesus! 

59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him,n but Jesus hid himself,o slipping away 
from the temple grounds. 36 

 
Jesus wasn’t interested in the argument – he’s making two points here: 
 

1. I am God 
2. You want to kill me (and he was right! They tried to stone him) 

 
If you love God, are a follower of Jesus & are seeking to live right, you’re fulfilling the two 
great commands: 

30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 

 
• It’s not about how high born you are in religious terms 
• It’s not about legalistic compliance with the law 
• It’s not about how ‘spiritual’ you think you are or you appear to be 
• It’s not about wearing the right clothes and looking right 
• It’s not about making clever arguments or knowing the Bible 

 
• It’s about what’s in your heart and who you’re following 
• The Pharisees wanted to kill Jesus (heart) and follow the law (Moses/tradition) 

 
Being a disciple is EVERYTHING – it’s about having faith and following Jesus 
 

• Jesus didn’t say ‘go and make people more religious’ 
• Or ‘go and get people into church’ 
• Or ‘have people follow the rules better’ 

 
 

n Ex 17:4; Lev 24:16; 1 Sa 30:6; Jn 10:31; 11:8 
o Jn 12:36 
36 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



He said: (Mt. 28:19) 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’ 
37 

Teaching them to obey what? 

…everything I have commanded you. 
 
It’s all about Jesus – hear this correctly, it’s not mainly about the Bible either! 
 

• We get tied up with the weird stuff on the OT 
• We worry about the finer points of doctrine  
• Christians argue over emphases and denominational differences 
• We get distracted by Revelation and what the end times will be like 

 
• BUT the Bible’s task is to point us to Jesus 
• It’s in Him that we find our example, our template for living our moral paradigm 
• Don’t let the Bible be an end in itself. Let it do it’s job which is to point us to Jesus 

 
Jesus picked up the Pharisees on this point (and they knew their Bible!) 

John 5:39 “1aYou search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; it is bthese that testify about Me;38 

 
Remember what Jesus said when he appeared to the disciples on the Emmaus road: 

 Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Jesus] explained to 
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 39 

 
That’s the point! The Bible is the historical unfolding of man’s gradual discovery of Jesus 
(repeat this!) 
 

• Everything before Jesus is like a light with the dimmer switch turned down 
• It’s like walking at night with partial sight – moonlight 
• Jesus turns the dimmer right up, Jesus is God seen in the brightness of noonday sun 

 
Later when the disciples are relaying what happened when Jesus appeared to them on the 
road, they say: 

 
37 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 
1 Or (a command) Search the Scriptures! 
a John 7:52; Rom 2:17ff 
b Luke 24:25, 27; Acts 13:27 
38 Anon, 1995. New American Standard Bible: 1995 update, La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 
39 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 



‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and 
opened the Scriptures to us?’ 40 

 
Jesus opens the scriptures! That’s what he does. He is greater than the scriptures! 
 
Paul addresses this in Romans 10:1-4 

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desirev41 and prayer to God for the Israelites is that 
they may be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealousw for God but 
their zeal is not based on knowledge. (Whoa – those to whom the law & the 
prophets were given, whom God chose, whom Moses wrote about and to whom the 
prophets spoke! Basically, the whole of the OT…)  but their zeal is not based on 
knowledge.3 Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to 
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.x 4 Christ is the 
culmination of the lawy so that there may be righteousness for everyone who 
believes. 42 

 
In Romans 9:31 Paul says again, 

…but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way of righteousness,r have 
not attained their goal.s 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it 
were by works.43 

 
The law and the prophets serve us only in as much as they point us to Jesus! 
 

• They are the dimly lit signposts to something much better 
• They are the faint outline of something more beautiful 
• They are ancient human attempts to grapple with the divine 
• Jesus is the ‘cumination’ of it all – the lights are on full, the sun is out – He is God 
• God is like Him! 
• Our walk of discipleship is to follow him live like him & love others like him! 

 
It’s all about Jesus: 
 

• Who is the bread of life? Jesus is. ” (John 6:35). 
• Who is the light of the world? Jesus is. (John 8:12). 
• Who’s the door we enter by to be saved? Jesus is. (John 10:9). 
• Who’s the good shepherd of our souls? Jesus is. (John 10:11). 
• Who’s the resurrection and the life? Jesus is. (John 11:25). 
• Who’s the way, the truth & the life? Jesus is. (John 14:6). 

 
40 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 
v Ps 20:4 
41 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
w See Ac 21:20 
x Ro 1:17; See 9:31 
y Gal 3:24; Ro 7:1–4 
42 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
r Dt 6:25; Isa 51:1; Ro 10:2, 3; 11:7 
s Gal 5:4 
43 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



• Who’s the TRUE vine? Jesus is. (John 15:1). 
• WHO IS GOD INCARNATE, THE ONLY FULL & TRUE REVELATION OF WHAT GOD IS 

LIKE – the great I AM, who was and is and is to come? Jesus is! (John 8:58) 
 
Isn’t it lovely! 
 
Romans 10:4 

…Christ is the culmination of the lawy so that there may be righteousness for 
everyone who believes. 44 

 
Τελος tel-os – ‘culmination’ - from a primary  τέλλω tĕllō (Strong: 5411.)45 
 

• It’s the point set out for, the goal 
• The conclusion of an act or state 
• The result or ultimate prophetic purpose 
• It means result, end, final stage 
• To accomplish, perfect or bring to completion 
• It is the fulfilment of! 

 
It’s all about Jesus. He ends, completes, concludes & fills full everything that went before! 
 

• If your faith is in Jesus, your heart is right 
• If you’re following him, you’ll be loving God and loving your neighbour 

 
 

 
Now they know… (v7-8) 

7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave 
them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty 
that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 

 
Here we see the incredible grace of Jesus – the One who came full of grace and truth! (1:14) 
 
Jesus said ‘they know’ ‘they accepted’ ‘they believed’ 
 

• But what about all the times when they didn’t, though?! 😆 
• They doubt him, they ask daft questions, they shoo the children away 
• They squabble about who’s the greatest disciple of them all 
• Any minute now Peter’s going to pull out his sword & start swinging it at the Roman 

guards. He tells Jesus off for saying he’s going to die! And then he’ll deny Jesus 3 
times in quick succession! 

 
y Gal 3:24; Ro 7:1–4 
44 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
45 Strong, J., 1996. The New Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words. 



 
• And they clearly don’t get that he’s the revelation of the Father, that Jesus IS the 

Father - God incarnate… 
• Only a few verses back (14:8), Phillip was asking Jesus to show him the Father so the 

he could believe – ‘that will be enough’ 
o Jesus is talking to them in the upper room – this beautiful moment of 

intimacy 
o Jesus is giving them his parting homily – teaching them in readiness for 

Calvary 
o He says, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life… If you really know me, you will 

know the father as well. From now on you do know him and have seen him’ – 
talking about himself. 

o And Phillip pipes up: 
§ ‘Er, tell you what, show us the father and that will be enough for us.’ 
§ Imagine the rest saying, ‘Yeh, good call, Phil – how about that Jesus?’ 
§ And Jesus says, ‘Don’t you know me, Phillip, even after I’ve been with 

you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.’ 
(14:9) 

o The disciples are just like us! 
 
For me, these verses show us how loving, kind and gracious God is. That Jesus can thank his 
Father saying that ‘they know…they accepted…they believed…’ That’s our God – full of grace 
and truth! 
 

• Keep getting it wrong & feeling like a failure? – Jesus sees passed it - He loves you 
• Full of doubt even though you really try to believe? - He loves you 
• Worry constantly that God is angry with you – He’s not! - He loves you 
• D’you wonder why God would save you? – He loves you 
• Worried about some past sin that still haunts you? – He loves you 
• Got a big decision to make & fretting that you might get it ‘wrong’ – He loves you 
• Feeling inadequate – again!? - He loves you 
• Fallen into that bad habit all over again, just when you thought you’d cracked it? – 

He loves you 
 
These verses show Jesus’ grace towards a group of mates who were sinful, impulsive, 
doubting and small-minded – just like we are – but he loved them anyway! 
 
That’s what God is like… He’s like Jesus! 
 
 

 
 

9 ‘I’m praying for them. I’m not praying for the world, but for the people you’ve given 
me. They belong to you. 10 All mine are yours; all yours are mine; and I’m glorified in 
them. 



11 ‘I’m not in the world any longer, but they’re still in the world; I’m coming to you. 
Holy father, keep them in your name, the name you’ve given to me, so that they may 
be one, just as we are one. 

12 ‘When I was with them, I kept them in your name, the name you’ve given me. I 
guarded them, and none of them has been lost (except the son of destruction; that’s 
what the Bible said would happen). 13 But now I’m coming to you. I’m speaking these 
things in the world, so that they can have my joy fulfilled in them. 

14 ‘I have given them your word. The world hated them, because they haven’t come 
from the world, just as I didn’t come from the world. 15 I’m not asking that you should 
take them out of the world, but that you should keep them from the evil one. 16 They 
didn’t come from the world, just as I didn’t come from the world. 17 Make them holy 
in the truth; your word is truth. 18 Just as you sent me into the world, so I sent them 
into the world. 19 And on their account I set myself apart for you, so that they, too, 
may be set apart for you in the truth.’46 

 
Illus: SW case where a mother left her two young boys to fend for themselves while she 
went abroad for a holiday 
 
Illus: But what if she’d had loving parents and arranged for the boys to stay in her care while 
she was away – how different that would have been! 
 

 
That’s what’s happening here – Jesus is praying for his disciples out of the knowledge that 
he’s about to leave them & return to the father. 
 
Effectively Jesus is handing them over into the safe keeping of his Father… 

9 ‘I’m praying for them. I’m not praying for the world, but for the people you’ve given 
me. They belong to you. 10 All mine are yours; all yours are mine; and I’m glorified in 
them. 11 ‘I’m not in the world any longer, but they’re still in the world; I’m coming to 
you. Holy father, keep them in your name, the name you’ve given to me, so that they 
may be one, just as we are one. 

 
Jesus knows the Father will look after them just as much as he would himself – as if they 
were his own… which THEY ARE! 

10 All mine are yours; all yours are mine; 
 
David Bentley Hart (DBH) translates this verse, saying… 

10And all that is mine is yours, and what is yours is mine,…47 
 

• WE can say ‘all that is mine is yours’ – any creature can say this to the creator 
• ONLY Jesus can say, ‘what is yours is mine’ – because only he is God 

 
46 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 
47 The New Testament . Yale University Press. Kindle Edition. Loc.3983 
 



As Luther said: 

“This no creature can say with reference to God.”48 

 
• In giving the disciples to Jesus, the father doesn’t lose them! 
• In returning them to the Father’s care, Jesus isn’t abandoning them 
• He’s handing them over to the continuing care of the divine! They’re in the hands of 

their heavenly Father now. 
 
Augustine, writing in the early 5th century AD, says it like this: 

It is sufficiently apparent … that all things which the Father hath, the 
Only-Begotten Son hath; hath in that He is God, born from the 
Father, and equal with the Father;... Since this is God the Father’s, it 
could not at the same time be God the Son’s, unless the Son were 
equal to the Father.49 

Here we have it again, this recurring theme in John, that Jesus and the father are one! 
 
So, Jesus is about to leave the disciples – he’s going to ascend into ‘heaven’ – so he commits 
them to his Father’s care, which is to say into the same care Jesus himself as given them! 

11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave 
me, so that they may be one as we are one.  

 
Isn’t it lovely that God the Son prays to God the Father for the welfare of his friends – the 
disciples!? 
 

• Jesus understands the human condition - he knows that his leaving them physically 
by going to the father, will have an impact 
 

o It’s the same spirit that said to Phillip, ‘do you still not know me?’ in Ch.14 
o It’s the same spirit that, in Ch.11, wept because his friend had died 
o This is the Jesus spoken of in Hebrews (4:15) where it says, 

‘…we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are…’ 

 
o DBH translates it as 

15For we have a high priest who is not incapable of suffering along with our 
weaknesses, but rather one who has been tested in all things like us,…50 

 
o It’s Jesus at his most human & his most caring… 

 
48 Morris, L., 1995. The Gospel according to John, Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
49 Thomas Aquinas, 1845. Catena Aurea: Commentary on the Four Gospels, Collected out of the Works of the Fathers: St. John J. H. 
Newman, ed., Oxford: John Henry Parker. 
50 The New Testament – A Translation by David Bentley Hart, Yale University Press. Kindle Edition. 
 



vs.11 ‘Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name 
 

o This is Jesus invoking the power of heaven itself – the might of the father – to 
protect his friends. 

 
• Jesus had long since told the disciples that he would be leaving them (Jn.7:33) 

33 Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I am going to the one 
who sent me. 

 
• This is an echo of what John relays in chapter 13:1 

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him 
to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 

 
So far, Jesus himself has been able to look after them: 

12 ‘When I was with them, I kept them in your name, the name you’ve given me. I 
guarded them, and none of them has been lost… 13 But now I’m coming to you. 

‘Kept’	τηρέω tērĕō, tay-reh´-o; from  τερός tĕrŏs, (a watch; perh. akin to 2334); to 
guard (from loss or injury, prop. by keeping the eye upon; [Strong] 

 
 DBH translates it this way (as does the NIV) 

12When I was with them, I protected them in your name, which you gave me, and 
guarded them, and not one of them perished [except Judas] 

 
‘Guard’ φυλάσσω phulassō, foo-las´-so; prob. from 5443 through the idea of 
isolation; to watch, i.e. be on guard (lit. or fig.); by impl. to preserve, obey, avoid:— 
beware, keep (self), observe, save. comp. 5083. [Strong] 

 
There are real shades of the shepherd and his sheep here - the notion of keeping watch 
 
Tom Wright says: 

During his public ministry, teaching them and leading them, Jesus 
has looked after them, like the shepherd with his sheep...Now, 
because he is coming to the father, he is entrusting them to the 
father, who will continue the work of keeping them safe.51 

Ps.23:1 - 1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
 

 
perh. perh. = perhaps 
prop. prop. = properly 
prob. prob. = probable, probably 
i.e. i.e. = that is 
lit. lit. = literal, literally 
fig. fig. = figurative, figuratively 
impl. impl. = implied, impliedly, implication 
comp. comp. = compare5, comparison, comparative, comparatively 
51 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



Spurgeon calls Psalm 23 David’s ‘unrivalled pastoral’ 52because it’s an outpouring of David’s 
joy in being cared for by Jehovah – the Great Shepherd himself. 
 

• This psalm (23) comes right after the psalm of the cross in psalm 22 – where we get 
the travail of suffering and the victory of enemies defeated: 

 
It starts in vs.1 with:  

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, 
so far from my cries of anguish?  

 
o It feels like that – that we’ve been forsaken – when things are tough, doesn’t 

it? 
o You just want to shout ‘what’s going on?’ That was Jesus’ cry on the cross 
o It’s the cry of someone in travail, in suffering, in raw human emotion 
o David feels this is Ps.22 – ‘why are you so far from saving me?’ 

§ Gruffy in trouble 
§ Glenda this week 
§ Mum having tests 
§ All make you want to cry out ‘why are you so far from saving me?’ 

o It’s a human reaction & one that Jesus understands – as a man, & a shepherd 
 
But Jesus doesn’t leave us there – he empathises (feels it) but then he acts to help us!... 
 
Because the Psalm (22) finishes with (27-28 & 31): 

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of 
the nations will bow down before him, 28 for dominion belongs to the LORD and he 
rules over the nations…  

… Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord. 31 They will 
proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a people yet unborn: He has done it! 

 
These verses – this whole of Psalm 22 - depicts the awfulness of the cross followed by its 
overwhelming victory!  
 
And now comes psalm 23 – here we celebrate the joys of being loved and cared for by the 
conquering Christ! 
 

• But he doesn’t come to us as conqueror or as a tested man only – he comes as the 
one who guards, protects and loves us… 

Ps.23:1 - 1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
 
David, the shepherd, now contemplates what it’s like to be a sheep in God’s flock. 

• Imagine David out in the countryside working 
• Maybe he’s been moving the sheep to new pasture – marshalling them 

 
52 Treasury of David, Vol.1, p.398 



• Chasing off the occasional predator, steering clear of cliff edges & other hazards 
• Seeking out good pasture where the sheep can feed & be safe for the night 
• Now it’s the end of the day, he’s settling down under a tree 
• The flock is drinking in from one the little desert streams & the pools alongside it 
• And David has a moment of revelation – ‘I am one of God’s sheep & he’s my 

shepherd!’ 
 
Wow! He’s changed places – the shepherd has become in his own mind one of the sheep & 
is now himself being cared for by a far greater shepherd! 
 

• A shepherd who knows what it’s like to be a sheep – to be a person in the world 
• He’s been buffeted & tempted & challenged in EVERY way – just like we are 
• But Jesus isn’t the sheep who’s run away 
• He’s the sheep, the person, who didn’t wait to be saved by another 
• John records what kind of shepherd Jesus is… One who lays down HIS life for the 

sheep… John 10 
 
CONTEXT: After rebuking the Pharisees again: 
 

• Jesus had found & healed a blind man – born blind - at the pool of Siloam 
 
MAC – Siloam pics 

 
Siloam is a place of salvation, a dry place in the desert 
 

• The pool is the end point of a 1750 ft long tunnel bringing water from the Gihon 
spring in the Kidron Valley (East of Jerusalem) into the city 

• It was a crucial water supply for the city & was built by Hezekiah around 710BC when 
Assyrian king Sennacherib threatened the city & besieged it (701BC) 

• The spring was also a significant place culturally – Solomon was anointed king there 
by Nathan the prophet 

• It was a place of salvation from attack & anointing for a king 
• Now we have the anointed king of salvation himself, Jesus, opening the eyes of a 

man born blind – it’s as if he’s reborn & this time he can see! 
 
The healing at Siloam 
 

• He put mud on his eyes & told him to wash in the pool - & he could see! 
• Can you imagine how excited he’d be - so he went around telling everybody –?! 
• Only the Pharisees – these religious legalists with their superior attitude – don’t 

believe it 
• The news threatens their position, undermines their authority with the people,so 

they set out to have the healed man & his family say it WASN’T Jesus who healed 
him 

• The man won’t have it – he’s clear who it was that gave him his life back 



• In the end they get the man’s parents and ask them – they confirm he was born 
blind, but don’t want to credit Jesus… 

• …not just because they probably weren’t there when it happened, but because 
 

‘…they [the parents] were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that 
anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 
• So, they grab the man again & ask him again whether it was Jesus who healed him… 
• But they add some pressure now and say… 

A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by 
telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”n 53 

 
• They’re really leaning on him now, but he’s had his eyes open – he’s not religious, 

he’s been born again; he was blind & now he can see! 
• So he tells it as it is, and cops for it in the process (Jn.9:27-34): 

He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”  

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are 
disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we 
don’t even know where he comes from.”  

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes 
from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He 
listens to the godly person who does his will [Pharisee’s teaching!]. 32 Nobody has 
ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from 
God,s he could do nothing.”  

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” 
And they threw him out. 54 

 
• He was healed & got thrown out of the synagogue – he’s a lost sheep! 

o This is a big deal! Being expelled from the congregation 
o Vine says: 

This excommunication involved prohibition not only from attendance 
at the “synagogue,” but from all fellowship with Israelites55 

o Expulsion meant becoming persona non grata – it’s like you died! Banished! 
There were 3 forms of punishment: 

Three kinds of excommunication were recognized… The first, and 
lightest, was called ‘rebuke’, and lasted from seven to thirty days. 

 
n ver 16 
53 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
s ver 16; Jn 3:2 
54 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
55 Vine, W.E., Unger, M.F. & White, W., Jr., 1996. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, 2, p.614. 



The second was called ‘thrusting out’, and lasted for thirty days at 
least, followed by a “second admonition,” which lasted for thirty 
days more. This could only be pronounced in an assembly of ten. It 
was accompanied by curses, and sometimes proclaimed with the 
blast of the horn. The excommunicated person would not be 
admitted into any assembly of ten men, nor to public prayer. People 
would keep at the distance of four cubits from him, as if he were a 
leper [social distancing in antiquity]. Stones were to be cast on his 
coffin when dead, and mourning for him was forbidden. 

If all else failed, the third, or real excommunication was pronounced, 
the duration of which was indefinite. The man was to be as one 
dead. No [interaction] was to be held with him; one must not show 
him the road, and though he might buy the necessaries of life, it was 
forbidden to eat and drink with him. These severer forms appear to 
have been of later introduction, so that the penalty which the blind 
man’s parents feared was probably separation from all religious 
fellowship, and from ordinary [interactions] of life… [maybe for 30 
days, maybe forever] 

• To expelled from the synagogue was to lose your community, your friendships, your 
‘place’ in the world 

• This is what happened to the man Jesus healed – just because he credited Jesus for 
it! 

• But here’s the point…Here’s where we see the good shepherd at work… (Jn.9:35-38) 
 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I 
may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one 
speaking with you.” 38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.56 

 
• Jesus FOUND him! This is the parable of the lost sheep playing out for real. 

 
o Condemned as a sinner due to his blindness – healed by Jesus 
o Coerced & pressurised by the religious elite – accepted graciously by Jesus 
o Excluded by the Pharisees & set adrift in the world – found & loved by Jesus 

 
• This is the good shepherd at work 

 
 
 

Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; 
whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full. 

 
56 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees 
the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 
flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares 
nothing for the sheep.  

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep…  
17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 

 
• How different is the good shepherd from the ‘hired hands’ of the Pharisees 

 
o The life of the sheep is his priority 
o It’s not how ‘good’ the sheep is, but how safe it is that matters 
o If a sheep is lost he’ll go personally and seek it out till he finds & restores it 
o The sheep is so loved that he’ll willingly die in their place 

 
I think it’s this shepherd’s heart that Jesus is displaying in his prayer in vs.12 of John 17 

12When I was with them, I protected them in your name, which you gave me, and 
guarded them, and not one of them perished 

 
This is the shepherding God of the lost coin, the prodigal son and the lost sheep. Lk15. 
 
What do we learn about the shepherd from David’s psalm?  
 
----------------------------- 
It’s not that Jesus ceases to care for his disciples, but that he’s no longer going to be visible 
to them. As Calvin says in his commentary: 

‘he is speaking here of his visible guardianship, ending at His death… 
But now he tells the disciples to lift their minds directly to heaven as 
soon as they begin to lose their outward help… Christ keeps believers 
today no less than before, but in a different way, because divine 
majesty is displayed openly in him.’57 

----------------------------- 
This is the 5th in our series looking at John 17 
 

• Pt1 was an introduction 
• Pt2 had 3 bits: prayer is key, eternal life is now & God is like Jesus 
• Pt3 was called ‘It’s all about Jesus’ 
• Pt4 was ‘Jesus the shepherding God’ (know what’s like to be a sheep & shepherds 

with love 
• TODAY is Pt5 – ‘Jesus: the first & last Word’ 

 

 
57 Calvin, J. Commentary on John’s gospel. The Crossway Classic Commentaries. Series eds Alister McGrath & J.I. Packer (1994) p.396-7 



 

3 bits today: 
1. Focusing on Jesus the Word is the way to true joy 
2. Jesus IS the word of God 
3. The word defeats the evil one 

 

13 ‘I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that 
they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your 
word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I 
am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I 
have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 
truly sanctified. 58 

 
In this section Jesus is continuing to pray for his disciples, in anticipation of his leaving them 
to go to the Father. 
 

 
Jesus wants his disciples to have JOY in the world 

13 ‘I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that 
they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 

 
This could mean two things: 
 

• That Jesus himself will take joy in them & the way they live their lives in the world, or 
• That the disciples will experience the same joy as Jesus has, in the world (repeat) 

 
I suspect both are true. 
 
There’s a similar comment that Jesus makes in chapter 15:11  

 ‘As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be complete. 

 
Here, Jesus ties in obedience – living the Jesus life of love, if you like – to experiencing true 
joy (repeat!) 

 
58 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 



 
There’s also a link here to Jesus’ prior statement of his own purpose as the good shepherd 
in ch.10: 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full 

 
So, there’s a link here between pleasing Jesus (giving him joy) – being like him – and 
experiencing that joy for ourselves, both of which adds up to living a full life, an abundant 
life. 
 
THIS is what Jesus wants for all his disciples, including us! - Joy & a fulfilled life. 
 
PREACH this point: 

• If you need more joy in your life – make it a more Jesus-filled life 
• If you’re low, remember Jesus taught us how to live & prayed for us SO THAT we 

might have joy 
 
I think we (I) need to be more mindful of the fact that the road to true joy is following Jesus 

• Being like him 
• Learning his teaching 
• Take time to worship him 
• Seeking to live how he lived in as much as we’re able 
• Sometimes it takes a jolt, a crisis, an emotional dead end to shake us out of our 

distractions & misguided thinking 
• To bring us back to our true priority, as the writer to the Hebrews says… (Heb.12:1-3) 

And let us run [live!] with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy that was set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will 
not grow weary and lose heart59 

 
 ἀναλογίζομαι analŏgizŏmai, an-al-og-id´-zom-ahee; mid. voice from 356; to 
estimate, i.e. (fig.) contemplate60 
 
The joyous Christian life cannot occur without a wilful focus on Jesus! (repeat) 
 

14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 
world any more than I am of the world. 

 

 
59 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 
mid. mid. = middle (voice)27 
i.e. i.e. = that is 
fig. fig. = figurative, figuratively 
60 Strong, J., 1996. The New Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words. 



‘I have given them your word’ 
 

• Here we have the Word of God (Jesus) saying that he has given his disciples the word 
of God 

 
It’s important that we see the synonymity of Jesus and the word of God – they are the 
same 
 
When we talk about the word of God, we’re talking about Jesus. When we talk about Jesus 
we’re talking about the word of God: 
 

• The Bible comes alive and lots of the questions fall away when we realise that Jesus 
IS the word of God – it’s all about him. 

• If we read the Bible and can’t see Jesus in what we’re reading, that’s OK. We’re just 
not reading it right yet - we haven’t discovered Jesus in in just yet 

• The purpose of the Bible is to reveal Jesus 
• The purpose of Jesus is to reveal God himself – so Jesus is the greater revelation 

 
This unfolds (that Jesus is the word of God) clearly & consistently as we move through the 
Bible… 
 

• GENESIS 1:1 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said61 

   
  Vs.3 ‘and God said’ 
  Vs.6 ‘and God said’ 
  Vs.9 ‘and God said’ 
  Vs.11 ‘and God said’ 
  Vs.14‘and God said’ 
  Vs.20 ‘and God said’ 
  Vs.24 ‘and God said’ 
 
  God’s word is what triggered the very creation itself! 
 

• MATTHEW 1:1 

This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of 
Judah and his brothers… 

 
‘This is the genealogy of Jesus Christ…’ 
Βιβλος γενεσις (Βiblos genesis) Ιεσους Χριστος (Jesus Christ) υιος Δανιδ (son of David) 
The book of the genesis of Jesus Christ son of David 

 
61 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



 
Matthew knew exactly what he was doing here – he’s a Jew writing for Jews – and ALL Jews 
would know instantly what this meant: that Jesus is the fulfilment of all things – the 
culmination of creation itself! 

 
His coming is a new beginning – a new Genesis, another Genesis! 

 
AND NOW COMES JOHN! (I love John!) 
 

• JOHN 1:1 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it62 

Vs.14 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth 

 
  There it is – the Word became flesh!  
 
So, there we have it” 
 

• Genesis 1 – The word brings about creation 
• Matthew 1 – the genesis of Jesus 
• John 1 – it all comes together: Jesus the word who was with God in the beginning 

and through which all things were made…is NOW MADE FLESH & IS LIVING 
AMONGST US! 

 
§ The speaking of God is now a man 
§ The words of creation are now here in the flesh for all to see 
§ BOTH Genesises are personified…  
§ Genesis 1 & Matthew 1 find their true fulfilment in John 1 
§ Jesus IS the word of God 

 
Jesus is the true light in which we must read the Bible: 
  

• The written words of God as noted down by men 
• …find meaning in the living word of God who became a man 

 
The Bible points us to Jesus – that’s it’s job – it is NOT an end in itself: 
 

 
62 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



• Much division in the church over the centuries has sprung from focusing on the Bible 
instead of the Jesus revealed in the Bible 

• Too much confusion has arisen from arguing over doctrinal differences in textual 
interpretation, instead of standing back and truly seeing Jesus 

 
Jesus himself warned about this when he addressed the Pharisees in John 5:39 

You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal 
life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to 
me to have life. 

   
There it is again - Jesus is the life-bringer! 
 
Wow – you can waste your life, looking for life in the scripture (like the Pharisees), when the 
role of the scripture is to point you to Jesus! 
 

• Illus: It’s like finding the signpost & thinking you’ve arrived e.g. Parc Slip sign to the 
café. No hot chocolate being served at the signpost! You have to let the sign do its 
job & point you to the café – GO TO THE CAFÉ 

• Go to Jesus – let the Bible point you to him, but GO TO HIM, bask in his presence, 
lose yourself in quiet & prayerful worship & drink deeply of the true word of God 

 
On the road to Emmaus Jesus met the downcast disciples & showed them hope. How?... 

Luke 24:27 - And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to 
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.  

 
But, Jesus knows that the disciples (like US!) have received Him (the word of God) and they 
can never be the same again! 
 

• But Jesus knows this will have and impact & the world will become hostile to them 
 
It changes you when you meet Jesus & decide to follow him… (did our hearts not burn within 
us) 

Vs. 14 - I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not 
of the world any more than I am of the world 

 
And so, he prays for them, knowing that their changed state – their ‘new creation-ness’ if 
you like – will put them at odds with the world around them. 
 
But being rooted in Jesus means the word is in us & life, light & freedom are ours! 
 

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from 
the evil one 

 



Once again, the voice of the greatest shepherd himself is lifted up in prayer for our 
protection – he adjures the father to protect us from the evil one. 
 
Our real enemy is the evil one (not the ‘inner-me’), not emotion, or hardship, or failure, but 
the evil one… 
 

• Why would Jesus pray this way if that wasn’t the case? 
• He knows – because he’s both fully human & fully God – that this is where the battle 

lies 
• He’s faced the enemy head on in the wilderness 
• He’s felt the full force of sin’s deceitfulness & cruelty at the cross 
• And he’s descended into Hades and kicked its gates wide open – we say it in the 

Apostle’s Creed don’t we: ‘He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again…’ 

 
• Jesus KNOWS who our enemy is – ‘the evil one.’ He’s been there, he’s faced it down 

and declare a once-and-for-all victory over it. 
 

• All that hasn’t happened yet, but Jesus prays for his friends that the father will 
protect them from the evil one. 

 
Who is this satan (NB: small ‘s’) 
 

• The Hebrew word ןָטָׂש  (satan) means to accuse, oppose, or obstruct.63 
 
In the OT the word is used as both a noun & a verb: 
 

VERB – when used as a verb it means ‘to oppose as an adversary’ – someone who 
stands against you. 

 
e.g. in David’s petition of prayer in Psalm 38 where he cries out to God for help with 
his enemies, he says in verse 20 

Those who repay my good with evil lodge accusations ( ןַטָׂש  sâṭan, saw-tan) against 
me, though I seek only to do what is good. 

  
 David again in Psalm 109:29, says: 

May my accusers (  śāṭan. vb. to accuse, oppose64)  be clothed with  ןַטָׂש
disgrace and wrapped in shame as in a cloak. 65 

 

 
63 Seal, D., 2016. Satan J. D. Barry et al., eds. The Lexham Bible Dictionary. 
64 Garrett, J.K., 2014. Justice D. Mangum et al., eds. Lexham Theological Wordbook. 
65 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 



So, it’s a verb – when someone DOES something to us that is obstructive, 
oppositional, accusational or adversarial – that’s ‘the satan’ at work. The ‘enemy’ as 
Jesus refers to it in John 17:15. 

 
 NOUN – applied to a human or supernatural adversary as a noun 
 
It’s used of the angel of the Lord in Numbers 22:22 – so Balaam the soothsayer, a pagan 
prophet who is paid by the Moabites to curse Israel & God’s not happy! So, he sends an 
angel to stand in his way… 

But God was very angry when [Balaam] went, and the angel of the LORD stood in the 
road to oppose him. Balaam was riding on his donkey, and his two servants were 
with him. 23 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with a 
drawn sword in his hand, it turned off the road into a field 

 
In Zechariah’s vision in chapter 3 we have both the noun and the verb in the same sentence, 
he says, 

1Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, 

and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2The LORD said to (THE - ַה · 
 …interlinear – the one accusing)  Satan, “The LORD rebuke you  ןָטָׂש

 
So, Satan standing at his right hand to satan (accuse) him – so there’s the noun (Satan with a 
capital ‘S’) and the verb, satan as the act of accusation: Satan standing at his right hand to 
satan him. 
 
In the NT the Greek term Σατανᾶς (Satanas) originates from the Hebrew noun ןָטָׂש  
(śāṭān) & is much more frequently used as a noun 
 

• The Greek term (σατάν, satan) literally means “adversary.” In the New Testament, 
it refers to a title or a name—(the) Satan.66 

 
It’s useful – I find – to think of it as THE satan, rather than affording it the elevated position 
of personhood 
 
 Brian Zahnd says Satan is more than a metaphor & less than a person – Love that! 
 
Don’t want to labour this point, but it’s important that we don’t get bogged down by who or 
what the satan IS. What it DOES is far more important. THAT’S why Jesus prays in vs.15 of Jn 
17: 

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from 
the evil one 

 
Protect them from what? 
 

 
66 Seal, D., 2016. Satan J. D. Barry et al., eds. The Lexham Bible Dictionary. 



• From accusations 
• From obstruction 
• From a hostile adversary – in whatever form 

 
This is what Jesus means when he prays for the disciples’ protection against the enemy. 
 
We are now on the fulfilment side of what Jesus came to do – he’s now been murdered, 
died, descended to the dead and risen again! (John 14:15-17) 

‘If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you for ever—17 the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will bec in you.67 

 
But he’s also ascended to the father and dispatched the holy spirit to be with us. And what 
does he do: 
 

• He comforts 
• He counsels 
• He walks alongside 
• He guides 

 
• The satan abroad in the world that brings accusation, now has a far greater 

counterpart – an advocate, the Holy Spirit – who reminds us of our righteousness in 
Christ 
 

• The satan of obstruction & hostility now has to tangle with the Holy Spirit of 
guidance and comfort 
 

• The satan who would seek to whisper lies in our ears about ourselves and others, 
now has to contend with the eternal Holy Spirit of truth who comes to set us free 
 

Remember, it’s the truth of God’s word that sets us free – and who IS that word? Jesus 
himself. 
 
So, don’t fear the satan – just be wise to his ways. If it’s obstructive, hostile, oppositional, 
accusatory or adversarial, call on the Holy Spirit to help you, guide you, comfort you and 
counsel you. 
 
Do what Paul says in Eph.6:16 & put om the full armour of God… 

… take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of 
the evil one 

 
Take Paul’s encouragement as he finishes his letter to the Romans by saying: (ch.16) 

 
c Some early manuscripts and is 
67 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 



Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I rejoice because of you; but I want you 
to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil. 20 The God of peace 
will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you68 

 
Remember, we’re not on our own in this battle to live the Jesus life day by day! 
 
That Holy Spirit intercedes for us today: (Rom.8:26-27) 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought 
to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And 
he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 

 
And, not only did Jesus pray for his disciples that they would know God’s protection back 
then. He also prays for us NOW: (Rom.8:31-34) 

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will 
he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any 
charge [accusation] against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than 
that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for 
us. 

 
Hallelujah!  
 
The very word of God is stood before the father speaking words of intercession on our 
behalf. In a very real sense, just as Jesus prayed for his disciples in John 17, he praying for us 
now! 
 

• Jesus was the first word - in Genesis - that brought creation into being 
• Matthew introduces the new testament/new covenant with the Genesis of Jesus the 

Messiah, the son of David 
• Jesus, the word of God became flesh, and lived among us for a while (Love the 

Message version of this where it says: ‘The Word became flesh and blood, and 
moved into the neighborhood’69 

• Jesus uttered those words of victory on the cross – ‘it is finished!’ 
• And now he’s risen to the father and speaks there on our behalf 

He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God70 
(Rev.19:13) 

Jesus truly is the first AND the last Word! 
 
 
 

 
68 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
69 Peterson, E.H., 2005. The Message: the Bible in contemporary language, Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. 
70 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 



20 ‘I’m not simply praying for them. I’m praying, too, for the people who will come to 
believe in me because of their word. 21 I am praying that they may all be one—just as 
you, father, are in me, and I in you, that they too may be in us, so that the world may 
believe that you sent me. 

22 ‘I have given them the glory which you have given to me, so that they may be 
one, just as we are one. 23 I in them, and you in me; yes, they must be completely 
one, so that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved them just 
as you loved me. 

24 ‘Father, I want the ones you’ve given me to be with me where I am. I want them to 
see my glory, the glory which you’ve given me, because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world. 

25 ‘Righteous father, even the world didn’t know you. But I have known you, and 
these ones have known that you sent me. 26 I made your name known to them—yes, 
and I will make it known; so that the love with which you loved me may be in them, 
and I in them.’71 

 
Here we are at the end of Jesus’ great prayer! 
 

• This marks a junction point in the gospel story 
• These are among Jesus’ last recorded moments of freedom before his arrest & all 

that follows 
• Next – in Ch.18 – comes gethsemane and the beginning of the end of his earthly 

ministry & the start of the passion journey to the cross & beyond 
• So, what Jesus says in this moment is important – we might say it’s ‘momentous’ 

 
Here’s what he prays: 

22 ‘I have given them the glory which you have given to me, so that they may be 
one, just as we are one. 23 I in them, and you in me; yes, they must be completely 
one, so that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved them just 
as you loved me. 

 
TODAY’S POINTS: 
 

• Jesus is the glue 
• Jesus is the message  
• Jesus shares his glory 
• Jesus reaches the world  

 
Illus. disunity in the team at work – within in a few short weeks (strife, arguments, divisions 
& factionalism broke out) threatened to implode. Couldn’t get the job done. I just wanted 
them to be ‘one’ – united – so we could serve the kids!  
 

 
71 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



• Unity would help us to work in peace together 
• But also – more importantly – it freed us to do our jobs: to help others 

 
Unity facilitates service – in a way this mirrors the theme of these few vs at the end of Jn17. 
Essentially, this is a prayer for unity around the person & work of Jesus. 
 
UNITY 
 
This is a theme (the theme?) of the Farewell Discourse: Jesus’ begins in 13:34 with this: 

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another.  [How?] As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. [Why?] 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.”o72 

 
Unity facilitates service – unity in Christ reaches the world with the gospel 
(illus: FHQ – Anna, Rache/Joel, Rhyd & Jo – it’s EASY) 

 
Jesus starts with unity. And now he ends the discourse here with unity: 

22I have given them the glory that you gave me, [Why?] that they may be one as we 
are onex—23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete 
unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me.  

 
This loving unity as the vehicle for world outreach = Bookends of emphasis in the discourse 
 
Twice in the space of a few verses (v.20 & 23) Jesus gives us the 4 key constituents of what 
he wants for the church: 73 
 
 Verse 20 
 

1. “Father … you are in me,”  
2. “I am in you,”  
3. “May they also be in us,” Why?... 
4. “so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 

 
Verse 23 
 
1. “I in them”  
2. “you in me”  
3. that they may be “brought to complete unity” Why?... 
4. “to let the world know that you sent me.” 

 
1. JESUS IS THE GLUE 

 
 

o 1 Jn 3:14; 4:20 
72 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
x See Jn 14:20 
73 Morris, L., 1995. The Gospel according to John, Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 



Unity is not a state of having reached peace & mutual affection with all of God’s people. It’s 
a state of being ‘in Christ’ such that we are ONE IN HIM. Jesus is the glue! 
 
We’ve spent so much time in John 17 exploring the divinity of Jesus – the God man… 
 

• We’ve seen that Jesus is the word through which creation came into being 
• And that that same word - the logos of God – became flesh & lived among us 
• And now Jesus is praying before he returns to the one who sent him 
• ‘Father, we are one, but I’ve got to go now, please make them one, just like us!’ 

Why?... 
• So that the whole world may know about this love I have for them! 

 
To achieve unity, we don’t need to focus on & work hard to get on with each other… 
…we need to each devote ourselves to Jesus & then live out of that towards each other 

The unity of believers will be explicable to the world only on the basis 
of the divine love. It will transcend all human unity Leon Morris  

I’ve met some people very different to me & felt an inexplicable unity with them: 
 

• A pastor from Soweto, devoted to his people & spreading the gospel in Apartheid 
South Africa 

• A sun-tanned, muscular, martial arts champion & lifeguard from Nebraska I worked 
with on a children’s summer camp 

• On a charity mission - the parent of disabled child in post-communist Czechoslovakia 
• Christian people I’ve met in work & felt the common heartbeat of faith with 
• A wealthy church leader in the States who sent me a plane ticket to go out & talk to 

his youth group! 
• A young Mum on her doorstep in the Rhondda valley who, despite having no 

language of faith & none of the trappings of church, nevertheless clearly knew Jesus 
& resonated with his love 

• A dear friend, an Irish Catholic priest, who spent 7 years studying in Rome itself, I can 
sit in a restaurant in Dublin and be one with him in Christ! 

 
The beautiful unity of the gospel… 

N.T. Wright puts it this way:  

• Unity is vital. Often we sense it, heard like soft music through the partition 
walls we set up around ourselves. Sometimes we experience it, when for a 
moment we meet Christians from a totally different background and 
discover that, despite our many differences, and the traditions that keep us 
apart, we know a unity of love and devotion that cannot be broken74 

That’s the Jesus glue! You see… 
 
 

 
74 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



JESUS IS THE MESSAGE 
 
3 refs to ‘your word’ – v6, 14 & 17. Jesus is the divine logos, the word made flesh 

6 They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word 

14 I have given them your word 

17 Sanctify them byd the truth; your word is truth75 (Jesus IS the way, the TRUTH & 
life) 

 
‘Word’ in these verses is the truth of God, Jesus the living word, the divine logic, the logos of 
God – who came and lived amongst us for while (114) 
 
1 ref to ‘their word’ – v.20.  

20 My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message [NASB & ESV = word]76 

 
Through being exposed to, filled with and living out HIS word (living the Jesus life, if you 
like), it/he becomes OUR word – this is how we reach the world! 
 
Knowing Jesus, being a follower of Christ, living the Jesus life IN the world has two principal 
purposes: 

1. To sanctify (or holify) US - Sanctify them by the truth (v17) 
 

2. To display God to OTHERS - those who will believe in me through their 
message (v20) 

 
So, the work of the kingdom of God in us has these 2 aims: to make us Christ-like & to show 
the world what Jesus is like. 
 

• There’s something lovely in Jesus’ prayer that shows us his love for all humankind 
• Yes, he wants to make us more like him, more godly, more holy & Christ-like, but… 
• He also wants us to be the seed from which his kingdom influence in the whole 

world will grow & bear fruit 
 

Vs.23 – ‘…so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know 
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

Leon Morris: That message will be one that will lead to faith in 
Christ.77 

Accordingly, those who He says should believe on Him through their 
word, are not to be understood as referring only to such as heard the 
apostles themselves while they lived in the flesh; but others also 

 
d Or them to live in accordance with 
75 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
76 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
77 Morris, L., 1995. The Gospel according to John, Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 



after their decease, and we, too, born long afterwards, have 
believed on Christ through their word.78 (St.Augustine – AD390-400) 

• We owe OUR salvation, in part, to the apostles & all those who followed them being 
true to the faith, following Jesus & maintaining that unbroken thread of gospel unity 
throughout the last 2000 years! 

 
JESUS SHARES IN HIS GLORY 
 
Twice mentioned, differently each time: vs.22 & vs.24 

22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 
23 I in them and you in me 

24Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my 
glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the 
world 

 
1. Vs.22 – GIVEN them the glory you gave me 

22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 
one: 23 I in them and you in me 

 
This appears to be a reference to Jesus having bestowed on his disciples the ‘glory’ of 
service – lowly service that culminates in the cross 
 

• The disciples are insignificant in worldly terms 
• A bunch of uneducated, insignificant fisherfolk & tradespeople from Galilee 
• They’re just getting on with life & following Jesus, doing their best 
• Just like us! 

 
This is the beautiful juxtaposition of what Jesus did – he confounded the worldly order of 
who is great and what greatness looked like: 
 

• God became a man 
• Creator became creature 
• King became citizen 
• Lord became servant 
• The is truly the ‘first shall be last & the last shall be first’ of Jesus’ example to us 

(Mk.9:35 & Mt.20:26) 
 
The ‘glory’ of Jesus was that of redeeming men to God, but it was a lowly task, too. As 
Hebrews says: (Heb.2:9-10) 

But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now 
crowned with glory and honour because he suffered death, so that by the grace of 
God he might taste death for everyone.  

 
78 Augustine of Hippo, 1888. Lectures or Tractates on the Gospel according to St. John. In P. Schaff, ed. St. Augustin: Homilies on the Gospel 
of John, Homilies on the First Epistle of John, Soliloquies. A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, 
First Series. New York: Christian Literature Company, p. 406. 



10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom 
and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation 
perfect through what he suffered79 

 
• Glory through death 
• Perfection through suffering 

 
PREACH here: That insignificance you feel, that serving you do, those struggles you 
have, those  fears you battle with – THAT is your glory (to be Christlike in God’s world & 
make a difference) 

 
Morris goes on to say: 

The little band and its Master were both insignificant as the world 
counts importance. But the apostles are right with God and 
therefore they are supremely significant. They have the true glory. 
They are walking in the way of God. We have seen often in this 
Gospel that for Jesus the cross is the true glory 

So, thro service, suffering & insignificance we share in HIS glory. 

 
2. Vs.24 – to SEE my glory, the glory you gave me 

24Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my 
glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the 
world 

 
‘I want’ here is not just a vague hope – ‘with a bit of luck it might happen.’ 
 

• The word ‘want’ is a verb – it signifies an action of the will 
• A bit like a queen saying, ‘I want some wine’ – she’s not hoping that eventually some 

wine will turn up to quench her thirst. She expects wine to arrive. Now! 
• This is Jesus praying as the son of God, making his ‘requirements’ known… 
• That the disciples - & therefore by extension, US – to be with him in his glory, to 

share his heavenly home & be with and in the father… 

21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us80 

 
At the beginning of this discourse (13:36), Jesus promised the disciples (US!) that they would 
eventually be with him & the Father… 

Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”p Jesus replied, “Where I am 
going, you cannot follow now,q but you will follow later.” 

 
79 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 
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p Jn 16:5 
q ver 33; Jn 14:2 



 
Our glory now is to serve – just like Jesus did; our glory to come is unity with Christ in God, 
the resurrection of the body & the life everlasting - AMEN! (Creed) 
 
JESUS REACHES THE WORLD… 
 
Here, we have the culmination of it – the core message of what this prayer is ultimately 
about: 
 

• Jesus wants the whole world to know this freedom-giving truth of the gospel 
• God wants… (1 Tim.2:4-6) 

‘…wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there 
is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who 
gave himself as a ransom for all people81 

 
Jesus prays first for the disciples, then for the rest of the world – both at the time and future 
generations! 

‘…peace hath more power to attract men than a miracle; for as it is 
the nature of strife8 to separate, so it is that of agreement to weld 
together.82 St John Chrysostom on vs.23 (cAD400) 

For there is no scandal so great as division, whereas unity amongst 
believers is a great argument for believing; as He said at the 
beginning of His discourse, ‘By this shall all men know that ye are My 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.’ For if they quarrel, they 
will not be looked on as the disciples of a peacemaking Master.83 St 
John Chrysostom on vs.21 (cAD400) 

 
THE SUMMARY (of the chapter’s message) 
 
I think of this beautiful chapter (John 17) as having 2 principal messages: 
 

1. That Jesus reveals the Father 
2. That the gospel is all about love 

 
Here’re the last two verses (vs.25-6) 

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know 
that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make 

 
81 Anon, 2011. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Anglicised Edition, 2011) Revised and updated edition., London: Hodder & 
Stoughton. 
8 al. “division.” 
82 John Chrysostom, 1889. Homilies of St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople, on the Gospel of St. John. In P. Schaff, ed. Saint 
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83 Thomas Aquinas, 1845. Catena Aurea: Commentary on the Four Gospels, Collected out of the Works of the Fathers: St. John J. H. 
Newman, ed., Oxford: John Henry Parker. 



you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself 
may be in them.” 84 

 
• Our job is this – and only this – to live out & be agents of God’s love to each other & 

the world around us. 
 
As Tom Wright says,  

That’s what the whole prayer comes down to in the end (verse 26). It 
is about the love of the father surrounding Jesus, and this same 
love, as a bond and badge, surrounding all Jesus’ people, making 
him present to them and through them to the world.85 

Loving God. Loving people. (Amandum Deus, amantes hominum) 
 
Amen! 
 
Next – Jonah…? 

 
84 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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