
 
This our second week looking at John 17 – Jesus’ high priestly prayer.. 
 

• This is the only long prayer of Jesus left to us in the Biblical record 
• The Lord’s prayer in Mt.6 is an instruction on how to pray – and is very short 
• But this prayer is long & full of insight for us (more than I can every hope to 

understand – 3 puritan works alone on this chapter: 1 x 400 pages, 1 x 560 & 1 x 700 
• In theological terms this is a significant chapter of the Bible! 
• Significant for: 

o When it comes 
o What it contains, and 
o What’s coming next 

 
So, let’s ask for God’s help - PRAY 
 
Last time we looked at what comes before & after John 17 
 

• BEFORE it - The farewell discourse in the upper room (chapters 13-16) 
• AFTER it in ch.18 – Gethsemane (the oil press) where Jesus will be pressed (arrested) 

 
1.  Whatever life is throwing at you – stand firm in Him 
2.  God is like Jesus – want to know God? Look at what Jesus is like. He’s the fulfilment of everything before him 
3.  Follow his pattern! Keep abiding in God – stay close, stay tuned in, pray & draw power from the Father 
4.  Remember that Jesus put right in Gethsemane & what followed, everything that was undone In Eden   

1 After Jesus had said this, he lifted up his eyes to heaven. 

‘Father,’ he said, ‘the moment has come. Glorify your son, so that 
your son may glorify you. 2 Do this in the same way as you gave him 
authority over all people, so that he could give eternal life to 
everyone you gave him. 3 And by “eternal life” I mean this: that they 
should know you, the one true God, and Jesus the Messiah, the one 
you sent. 

4 ‘I glorified you on earth, by completing the work you gave me to do. 
5 So now, father, glorify me, alongside yourself, with the glory which 
I had with you before the world existed. 

6 ‘I revealed your name to the people you gave me out of the world. 
They belonged to you; you gave them to me; and they have kept 
your word. 7 Now they know that everything which you gave me 
comes from you. 8 I have given them the words you gave me, and 
they have received them. They have come to know, in truth, that I 
came from you. They have believed that you sent me.’1 

3 things to emphasise today: 
 

1 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



 
1. Prayer is key 
2. Eternal Life is now 
3. God is like Jesus 

 

 
v.1 - After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:  

The gospels frequently tell us that Jesus prayed, but they hardly ever tell us WHAT he 
prayed or HOW he prayed – John 17 does! 
 
Jesus was fully human – so his prayer life was important. That fellowship with the Father is 
key 

If we regard [Jesus’] work as a tree that towers into heaven and 
overshadows the world, His prayer-life is the root of this tree; 
(Lange) 

How’s your prayer life? - prayer is key to staying rooted in God! 

If Jesus needed to prayer & did so regularly, how much more so do we – talk to God… 
 
Jesus helps us by praying out loud on occasions – so that we can hear and understand (e.g. 
Lazarus’ tomb in Jn.11:41): 

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, 
I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear 
me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that 
they may believe that you sent me.’  

The prayers of Jesus are rich food for us in understanding the Father & the Son. 
 
If you don’t know what to pray, pray the Lord’s Prayer – it’s a great prayer! 
 
1.  Prayer is the key to staying rooted in God 

 
‘Father,’ he said, ‘the moment has come [NIV – ‘hour’]. Glorify your 
son, so that your son may glorify you. 2 Do this in the same way as 
you gave him authority over all people, so that he could give eternal 
life to everyone you gave him. 3 And by “eternal life” I mean this: 
that they should know you, the one true God, and Jesus the 
Messiah, the one you sent. 

Interestingly, John nowhere says that Jesus ‘prayed’ as the other gospel writers do – he uses 
the word ‘said’ (NASB & ESV are better than NIV here) 



v.1 - Jesus spoke these things; and alifting up His eyes to heaven, He 
said, “Father, the hour has come 

This is a junction point, a moment of shift, a key time is Jesus’ life & ministry – ‘the hour’ 

1. The hour for Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross – twice in this chapter we’ve heard it said 
that, ‘…his hour had not yet come’ (chs. 7:30 & 8:20) 

 
2. The hour for humanity to receive their salvation & enter into eternal life 

 
• The earthly tasks of ministry are complete 
• The great travail of the cross awaits him tomorrow 
• So now he prays for his disciples, the world and himself 

 
This is the great crossing over point – the cross – where eternal life becomes a reality again! 
 

• The life-limiting power of sin will be broken – Jesus will defeat death itself. 
• The shame-filled separation of God & man (Adam hid from God) will be healed 
• The garden of separation (Eden) will be restored thro the garden of self-sacrifice 

(Gethsemane) – where Jesus faces down the shame of sin & death 
• Adam’s wilful desires will be made right by Jesus’ desire to do the Father’s will – ‘ 

nevertheless not my will but your will be done’ 
• The gardener who searched for his people in Eden, will appear in a new garden to 

find them again – and forever this time! 
 
THIS is the ‘hour’… the hour when eternal life is restored to humanity 

WE too often think of eternal life happening later… after we die our physical death… 
 
The gospel is not about going to heaven. Heaven is rarely mentioned in scripture & is not a 
prevalent NT concept – maybe 2 verses that could be read as being about heaven?  
 
The Jewish concept of the Age to Come, IS a NT idea. 
 
In the first century Jewish mind (the time when Jesus lived)… there were understood to be 
two ‘ages’  
 

• The current age – this present age 
• The age to come – the messianic age 

 
Unlike the other religions of the ancient near east – those of the Persians, the Babylonians 
and the Egyptians, all of whom were pretty much obsessed with the afterlife – Judaism says 
virtually nothing about it. 
 

 
a John 11:41 



The afterlife and the notion of ‘going to heaven’ are not NT concepts – the gospel is not 
about saving us from sin so we can go to heaven… It’s about saving us from death (the 
wages of sin) so we can enjoy the fruits of eternal life STARTING NOW! 
 
THAT’S why Jesus prays as he does: 

Do this in the same way as you gave him authority over all people, so 
that he could give eternal life to everyone you gave him. 3 And by 
“eternal life” I mean this: that they should know you, the one true 
God, and Jesus the Messiah, the one you sent. 

• Eternal life is NOT about living forever starting later 
• It’s about having access to and enjoying the fruits of knowing God NOW… AND 

forever 
• But starting NOW! 
• Eternal life is to KNOW GOD! 

 
MAC 1. 

 
Tom Wright’s commentary nails it, here: 

This ‘eternal life’, this life of the coming age, is not just something 
which people can have after their death. It isn’t simply that in some 
future state the world will go on for ever and ever and we shall be 
part of it. The point is, rather, that this new sort of life has come to 
birth in the world in and through Jesus. Once he has completed the 
final victory over death itself, all his followers, all who trust him and 
believe that he has truly come from the father, and has truly 
unveiled the father’s character and purpose—all of them can and 
will possess ‘eternal life’ right here and now2 

 
What we experience through Jesus is the good news of the age to come in the HERE & 
NOW. 
 
This is one of John’s great themes – throughout his gospel: 

3:16 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Not – ‘after they die…’ (though death is defeated, of course!) But NOW! 
‘have’ 

5:24 - 24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has 
crossed over from death to life. 

 
2 Wright, T., 2004. John for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 11-21, London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 



The life we now live by faith - the godly life, the holy life, the life of following Jesus & being 
like Him in the world – this life IS the first fruits of the eternal life Jesus provided for on the 
cross! 
 
That’s the ‘hour’ that we’re now in! And it started at this wonderful hour in John 17 vs 1 
 

• The belonging you have in Christ – you have it now 
• Your sonship – your adoption as God’s child – you have it now 
• The presence of the HS – another Jesus – is here with you & in you, now 
• Human history & redemption turned at the point of the cross – we’re on the other 

side: the side of life, forgiveness, healing, acceptance, joy, righteousness & love 
• Sounds like eternal LIFE to me!  
• ‘And by “eternal life” I mean this: that they should know you!’ Vs3. 

 
Don’t put off your expectation of eternal life until your mortal, earthly life is over – it’s 
started already. Jesus bought it for you – he released it to you early & our job is to spread 
that word to anyone who’ll listen! 
 

1. Prayer is the key to staying rooted in God 
2. Eternal life in not for later – it’s for NOW 

4 ‘I glorified you on earth, by completing the work you gave me to 
do. 5 So now, father, glorify me, alongside yourself, with the glory 
which I had with you before the world existed. 

‘…one thing is abundantly clear: sayings like these can only be used 
of one who is very God. To no patriarch, or prophet, or king, or 
apostle, is any such language ever applied in the Bible. It belongs to 
none but God.’3 (Ryle) 

‘Glorified you’ – obedience is how we glorify God (how we reflect him, ascribe honour to 
him)  

4 ‘I glorified you on earth, by completing the work you gave me to 
do 

MAC 2 

 
Jesus’ earthly work is done. JC Ryle again says it like this: 

‘He has finished the work of redemption, and wrought out a perfect 
righteousness for his people. Unlike the first Adam, who failed to do 

 
3 Ryle, J.C. (1976) Expository Thoughts on the Gospels: John, Volume 3, p. 190 



God’s will and brought sin into the world, the second Adam has done 
all, and left nothing undone that he came to do.’4 

 
Jesus is saying, ‘Father, I’ve done everything you’ve asked me to do so far.’ 
 

• I’ve won & kept those you gave me – the disciples and other believers 
• I’ve said everything you commanded me – taught, reasoned, declared… 
• And I’ve done what you wanted me to do – spoken, helped, healed, worked miracles 

 
But the biggest task of all is yet come – the Cross – the hour 
 

• Up to this point Jesus is an extraordinary man, but a man nonetheless 
• The key separater from all other men – before or since – is the defeat of death 
• He’s about to fully prove that he’s more than a man – he’s God made flesh 

(incarnate) 
 
‘So now glorify me’ – ‘now fulfil your side of the bargain’, if you like – obedience is all we 
can do!  
 
Steve & I have talked a lot about this recently – about doing the right thing, the Jesus thing. 
Even when everything inside you wants to react, meeting sin with sin. 

• But Jesus met sin with grace 
• Jesus came full of grace & truth 
• WWJD is NOT a corny cliché – it’s the way of the cross. ‘Not my will but yours…’ 

 
THEN we can rest in the goodness & faithfulness of God - he WILL do his bit! 

5 So now, father, glorify me, alongside yourself, with the glory which 
I had with you before the world existed. 

Jesus returns to his perennial point in this chapter – the unity of father and son, they are 1 
 
God is like Jesus! 
 

• It starts in chapter 1 verse 1  

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 

 Who or what is this word? 
 

4 Ibid. p. 189 



 
• We’re told in verse 14 

And the Word became flesh, [JESUS!] and dwelt among us, and we 
saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
egrace and ftruth. 

‘only’ – ‘begotten’ - μονογενής mon-og-en-ace´; from 3441 and 1096; only-
born, i.e. sole:— only (begotten, child).5 JVM – the only natural born child – 
the rest of us are in by adoption. 

8 I have given them the words you gave me, and they have received 
them. They have come to know, in truth, that I came from you. They 
have believed that you sent me.’ 

In the second part of the prayer Jesus is even more explicit 

22 ‘I have given them the glory which you have given to me, so that 
they may be one, just as we are one. (More on that next time!) 

 
Here’s the point: GOD IS LIKE JESUS! 
 

• He displayed God’s glory – he reflected the Father because they ARE ONE 
• What’s the father like? He’s like Jesus! 
• That’s Jesus point here: it’s like he’s saying, ‘Father, let them GET THIS!’ 

o 1:1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 

o 173 - And by “eternal life” I mean this: that they should know you, the one 
true God, and Jesus the Messiah, the one you sent 

o 1714 - They have come to know, in truth, that I came from you. They have 
believed that you sent me. 

o 1722 - ‘I have given them the glory which you have given to me, so that they 
may be one, just as we are one. 

Then Hebrews (1:3) brings it full circle back to Jesus being the Word 
again: 

 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 
of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word 

o ‘radiance’ - apaugasma	(ἀπαύγασμα, 541) from a compound of 575 and 
826; an off-flash, i.e. effulgence:— brightness.6 

 
e John 1:17; Rom 5:21; 6:14 
f John 8:32; 14:6; 18:37 
i.e. i.e. = that is 
5 Strong, J., 1996. The New Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words. 
i.e. i.e. = that is 
6 Strong, J., 1996. The New Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words. 



Same word is used in Mt.17:5 - 5 While he was still speaking, a bright 
cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!’  

This is the brightness of the presence of God Himself – can’t 
separate God from his brightness (Jesus). They are ONE! The Son IS 
the radiance of God’s glory… 

 
o ‘Representation’ - eikon i-kone (εἰκών, 1504) (JVM – from where we get our 

word ‘icon’ - click on the icon…) denotes “an image”; the word involves the 
two ideas of representation and manifestation.7 

 
o Much more than a vague outline or a rough likeness of 
o Used of a coin in Mt.22:20 – stamped with the image 
o Used in Rom.1:23 – statues & similar representations (3D) 
o And in 1 Cor.15:49 of descendants of Adam bearing his image 

4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that 
they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of 
Christ, who is the image (εικων - icon) of God 

 
So, when we look at Jesus, we see the representation & manifestation of God 
Himself 

 
We see this in Jesus’ efforts to get the disciples to understand who he is in John 
14:8-10: 
 

o He’s talking in the farewell discourse about who he is, saying ‘if you really 
know me, you will know the Father as well.’ (v.7) 

o Then Phillip says, ‘Lord, show us the father and that will be enough for us.’ 
o So, Jesus says (you can almost hear the exasperation!): 

9  “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am 
in the Father, and that the Father is in me?8 

o And elsewhere… 

12:45 - The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me 

Phil.2:6 - Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage 

 
7 Vine, W.E., Unger, M.F. & White, W., Jr., 1996. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, 2, p.318. 
8 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



o i.e. – Jesus is JUST LIKE God. Because he IS God. But perhaps more 
clearly – God is like Jesus! 

 
We need to stop separating Jesus form the Father, and the Father form Jesus – they are 
one. 
 

1 Prayer is key! 
2 Eternal life is now 
3 God is like Jesus (‘…just as we are one…’) 

 


